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sort. All this stretches over a period of three years, during
which time those in authority have an opportunity to judge
of the men who have presented themselves for this training. [t
is, 1 think, very important indeed, as one speaker said just
now, to know whether men have the character required” of
those who go out into the mission field. We do not aim to
teach them their new language, When they reach Africa, they
have time for language study, sometimes as long as eightcen
months,

Rev, Eouarno CarLos Pererra (The Presbyterian Churrh in
Brazil, Sac Paulo): The missionary going out to the field must
emphaticaily strive to put aside any prejudice that there may
be in- his heart against the people to whom he goes. IHe can-
not be successful without having a real spirit of love in his
heart towards his people. There are four requisites for a suc-
cessful missionary in Latin America. First, he must have had
good Titerary and theological courses. The Brazilian people
greatly respect a man of fine culture and quickly detect its
lack., The second requisite is that he shall not be too much of
a modernist. The churches want the pure, full gospel withont
modern additions. The third requisite is that he must never
be proud or arrogant. Hc is to live among a very susceptible
people who cannot tolerate popery of any sort. The fourth
requisite is that he shall not belong to any secret society. His
only trust must hc in God. In the Brazihan Presbyterian
Church at least, there is a very strong opposition to masonry
and all other secret societies. Their secret” vows seem disloyal
alike to God and to men.

LANGUAGE MASTERY

Rev, WessTer E. BrownNiNg, Ph.D. (Preshyterian Church in
U. S. A, Santiago, Chile): It is very important that the
young missionary shall be able to speak and write correctly the
janguage of the people among whom he labors. If a man really
wishes to have the language, he must first secure a good teacher.
I shall always remember with a great deal of plcasure and af-
fection the first teacher whom [ was able to secure in Latin
America. He knew not one word of English and as 1 knew no
Spanish we had some difficulty at the outset, After the first.
few days we did all our Work in Spanish. We must have a
teacher who not only can speak the language fluently and finely,
but one who is alse a scholar and trained in educational method.
Then the new missionary must have mapped out for him a
carefully prepared course of study. Thcre is a feeling among
some missionaries that there is no need for grammars in learn-
ing Spanish; hut it is my conviction that one should not work
on any language without a grammar which sets forth all its
technical details. Without this one may become able to speak
just as some people speak their own language, but he cannot
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really master it. That phrase, which has always stuck in my
mind, “La practica vale mas que la gramatica” (“The practical
command of a language is better than a knowledge of its
rules”) I believe to be true, I know of a certain missionary
who refused to preach or take any part in work until he had
“mastered the grammar.” He worked away four years and hag
not mastered it yet. The first thing is to get grammar, but
it must alsc be used. Practice continually. A great many
amusing mistakes are made. It is not pleasant to go into
an ice-cream parlor to order two dishes of ice cream and dis-
cover that you have ordered two dried codfish; or to order
some strawberries and get ducks, But one who tries will find
such difficulties straightening out. Of course even correct
speech is not the conclusion of the matter. The missionary
should read some of the best writers in Spanish. :
Rev. ALvaro Re1s (The Presbyterian Church in Brazil, Ric
de Janeiro): There are five requisites for successful mission-
aries, First, they must know the religion of the country to
which they go. In the practice of their recligious faith people
most readily reveal their character. Second, they must know
and allow for the life and customs of the people, loving what
is choice, mourning over what is unworthy, Third, they must
know the language of the pecple and speak it with accuracy
and elegance. Some missionaries are unsuccessful because they
do not make enough of this. After twenty or twenty-five years
they cannot do the work they ought to do, because they do
not even then handle the language properly and know nothing
of its classic literature. TFourth, they must lead consecrated
lives, like those of Boyle and Chamberlain, who became im-
mortal in the history of the gospel in Brazil. Fifth, they should
not preach ratiomalistic criticism. Denominational feeling is
enough of a handicap to them without it in addition, - We have
already felt some of the ill effects of modernism in its criticism
of the Bible, especially among people who are slightly edu-
cated. Tt is better for a missionary to preach the Christian life.

MissioNARY TRAINING

Proressor Erasmo Braca (The Presbyterian Church in Brazil,
Cadenas, Brazil) : Assuming that the missionary candidate, be-
fore being detailed to Latin America, has shown his fitness for
social and other leadership, and manifested a power of gen-
eralship, the diplomatic ability required in the embassador of
Christ and a deeply spifitual life, there are certain lines of
preparation which will go far to make him efficient. First
of all, he should have experience in laboratery research in
soul diseases. This would give practical completion to the
technical education of the theological seminary. In the second
place, he should become very familiar with the Church or-
ganization of which he is a part and accustomed to its usages
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and to the proper management of a single church. Again the
young missionary should have a grasp of sociology and of ap-
proved methods of social work, such as will meet the needs
of the uncultured and backward elements in Latin America.
Some knowledge of ethnology too would make it clear that
however important the biological question of races may be in
the Latin-American melting pot, the spiritual tradition is the
only real factor to reekon with, Fourthly, one who purposes to
deal with highty complex Latin-American society must gain a
working knowledge of the language. He should also gain a
knowledge of the history of its peoples, their literature and
religious beliefs. One of the best histories of Brazil is in Eng-
hish. Tt is Southey's large and thorough work., We have poets
and authors who have not merely written love songs and rea-
listic stories, but have studied Latin-American life and ex-
pressed its ideals. Finally, all such men in time to come should
study with care the literature produced by this Congress. Such
men, when well started on their life work will neither see their
influence confined to little groups of hardly won disciples, nor
keep themselves at home talking English to their own family,
nor will they become in any sense Protestant monks,

THe CoNcCLUDING ADDRESS

Mz, Fenvnewe P, Turwer (Student Volunteer Movement, New
York City): High standards in regard to the preparation nec-
essary for missionaries have been set before us in the discus-
sion this afternocon. I venture to offer a few suggestions as to
what is necessary, if these standards are to be attained:

(1) Carefully matured plans and policies with reference to

the work on the mission field, which will enable the mission-
aries and the missionary Boards to look a good many years
ahead for the workers needed. Unless this is done the Boards
will not be in position to take the time nccessary to find the
candidates and to train them for the work to be done.
. {2) The practicc on the part of the missionary Boards of
sclecting the candidates and assigning them to their fields suf-
ficiently well in advance to make possible men and women secur-
ing the speecial preparation required.

(3) Willingness on the part of the missionaries in charge of
the work on the field to proteet the new missionaries for a suf-
fieient time after they reach the field to enable them to become
masters of the language and to secure such additional prepara-
tion as can best be secured after they reach the ficld.

(4) Candidates who arc under the compulsion of an adequate
missionary motive. Specialized preparation for specific tasks
in the fields chosen well in advance is not inconsistent with the
true missionary motive. Let me rather say that enly the men
and the women who are moved by the truc missionary motive
are qualified to undertake the grind which is nceessary if they
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are to take up the long and difiicult courses of study which must
be pursued, if thcy secure adequaie preparation before going to
the field, and after arriving on the ficld. Both time and self-
denial are necessary to master the language and to make the
other preparation on the field required for fruitful missionary
service. Furthermore, the missionary mnust have a genuine mis-
sionary motive if he is to become a dynamic force. Specialized
preparation instead of being inconsistent with the highest spir-
itual qualifications should be accepted as one of the disciplines
in the spiritual preparation of the missionary.

(5) Candidates who have been born and nourished in a spir-
itual atmosphere. In one of his little books Hudson Taylor
points out vividly the difference between “doing good works”
and “bearing good fruit.”” Good works have in themselves no
power to propagate; good fruit has in it the power to propa-
gate itself. The emphasis which we of the Board of Missionary
Preparation are laying on a specialized preparation does not mean
that we believe a missionary is properly prepared, unless he has
proven that he is a bearer of good fruit.

I close, therefore, with the suggestion that after all our efforts
and attempts to adequately prepare the missionary we come back
to the words of our Lord, who, looking on the ficlds white unto
the harvest, commanded His disciples to “Pray the L.ord of
Harvest that He thrust forth laborers into His harvest.” This
is fundamental and a part of the preparation in which we can all
take part. Tt gives us the satisfaction of knowing that the
Christian who, with obedient heart, adopts this method is
making his largest contribution to this great problem.
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OUR ATTITUDE AND SPIRIT

The Opening Address of the Congress, delivered on the afternoon
of Thursday, February 10, 1918,

By Ropert E. Seeer, D.D.

Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian
Church in the United States of America.

As we come together in this Congress, it is with the
assurance, resting upon sufficient evidence, that we are
gathered in unity of heart, and with one controlling pur-
pose and aim. There is no one of us who has any other
desire than to do the will of God. And our one great
longing is to see the Kingdom of God come in all the
American nations and throughout the length and the
breadth of the world. And the.attitude and spirit which
should characterize us in relationship to this common pur-
pose, and the ideals of our gathering here, so long as we
do not attempt to describe them, I presume we all feel
to be fundamentally the same. QOnly when we do attempt
to describe them do we begin to have imisgivings and
fears. We are so many different minds with such vari-
ant experiences. We come from so many different na-
tions and races. We are called to deal with exceedingly
intricate problems, and we tremble at the very effort to
put into words with regard to these things what, so long
as we do not try to put it into words but allow it to
ramain as an undescribed deep sentiment of our hearts,
we feel to he a great unifying reality among us.

183
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Yet, after all, why should we have any misgivings or
fears? We meet simply as Christian brothers who have
the one desire to meet here with our Lord and with one
another and to confer together regarding other brothers
of our Lord and ours whom, in His name, we would de-
sire to help, What could be simpler than such a purpose
as this? And what more can it require of us than just
that we should be true disciples of this Lord of ours?
And from that point of view it is absolutely without any
fear or misgiving that we can securely pass forward into
these days with the deep, quiet confidence that nothing
can befall us that is not in the living, unifying will of
God for His children, and that when these days are gone
all the gratitude and assurance we feel now will be ours
still, only deepened many fold.

Perhaps the difficulty of describing our attitude and
spirit will diminish to our thought just in proportion as
we can see the problem in purely personal terms, as a
problem of personal attitude, as a problem of spiritual
relationship to men and women.

First of all there is the problem of our attitude and
spirit with regard to our Lord which lies at the very
threshold of all we hope and long for in these days.
Profitless will it be for us to go forward, if we cannot go
in the most inttmate fellowship and with the most un-
clouded confidence with regard to His presence in our
midst. I shall never forget a little speech made by a high
school teacher on the Island of Panay in the Philippines,
last Juiy, in a little gathering of welcome to a company
of us who had gone to see the mission work in those
islands. One phrase in his speech lingers, and will always
linger, in my memory. He expressed the hope that their
friends had come “to bring some sweet word from our
dear Lord” That was his very phrase, “some sweet
word from our dear Lord.” And I thought of the Chris-
tian experience that lay back of that phrasing of this
cdesire on the part of this Filipino boy, of all that it
signified to us, of all that it ought to signify to us—the
abiding longing of his heart and ours, always and in every
place, to hear again, to hear anew ‘“‘some sweet word from
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our dear Lord.” And I imagine there are many of us
who would not have thought it worth while to come
down to this Congress in Panama, if we had not been
assured that in this place from that dear Lord we should
hear some one, at least, of His sweet words, We have no
difficulty in defining our-attitude to Him. We shall walk
with Him in these days, secking to cherish no thought
ahout which we can have misgivings concerning His
approval, to speak no word which we would not speak,
if we saw Him visibly here in the midst of us, to stifle
in our hearts everything that we know would die if He,
with the spell of His presence, were actually seen and
heard by sense here in our company today.

And we are gathered, not with Christ alone but for
Christ, and in the deepest and in the truest sense in Him.
When T met our friend Mr. Howell from Cuba the other
day at Kingston, on our way here, he remarked that he
lived in Cristo, Cuba, and he went on to speak of what
that fact suggested to the Christian and the longing that
a man might really live in Christ. Our attitude will be
an imperfect one unless in all the days of this Congress
we abide in Jesus Christ, here in cur discussions, where-
ever we may go alone, and in our social fellowship. We
have an opportunity and we may confidently say a sum-
mons here from our Lord to pass forward, every one of
us, into a really deeper, more vital experience of what the
life in Christ is meant to be. If only here in this Con-
gress we could project this missionary enterprise into
Latin-American nations, with everything eliminated from
it that could not abide in Him, what a gift from His
Spirit would have come through this Congress, not only
to these American nations but to the Church of our Lord
throughout all the world!

Tt must be recognized that to the extent that we can
really take this attitude here in this Congress we shall
pass through some painful experiences. Men suffered
who stoed in the blaze of the holifess of Christ while He
walked on the earth, and we shall suffer as well, What-
ever in us is not of Him can not endure the companion-
ship we covet during the days of this Congress. We shall
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have to face our own work on new standards and more
exacting principles. Each of us will have to think of the
vast undone in our own neighborhoods and communities
and nations. I was struck by a phrase in a letter which
came to me on the steamer, just as we were sailing, from
one of my dearest friends, the rector of a Protestant
Episcopal church in Massachusetts. Fle had been intend-
ing to come to the Congress up to the very last moment,
when he was -prevented. In his letter he spoke of the
way in which he is increasingly burdened with what he
sees of uncompleted work, of unused opportunities, of
immense need still unmet. He was speaking of a long
molor ride that he had just taken through what we would
regard as one of the best parts of our land. This is what
he writes: “I am anew impressed, as always in these
towns, first, with the poverty of our country, the squaler
and unsightliness of our communities; second, with -the
unawakened life of our people; third, with the desperate
need for God, which the Church has not yet half met;
fourth, with the unpreparedness of our people—physical,
mental and spiritual” Fow deeply all of us must feel
these things as we stand in Christ’s presence! How much
more clearly’ we shall discern our own personal short-
comings, the causes of which we have known—intemper-
ance of mind, self-will, deliberately cherished prejudices,
limitations that should have been broken through and
that have been fixed close about our hearts, how much
more clearly shall we see these things, if One stands in
the midst of us who is the light of all the world, shining
with His brightness upon our personal lives!

And yet how sweet it will be, as well as painful, to
have this fellowship with Christ and a real attitucde of
trust and union with Hin1 during these days; to have Him
save us from our self-despair and from those self-con-
demnations that have no mercy, which in His light we
shalt judge upon our own lives, and to lift us up into
the perfect assurance that some day His victory is com-
ing in our lives and in all these lands; that all that we
see of imperfectness, of disobedience, of deliberate prei-
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erence of sométhing else to Him, will some day be cleared
away in the light of the coming of His perfect kingdom!

Perhaps if we could just settle this one thing we might
stop now. If, really and truly, we could come here in
this opening session of the Congress, naturally, veracious-
ly, directly into such a living consciousness of Christ’s
presence with us and our union with Him, we should
liave won all that we desire and might now go our vary-
ing ways to bear Him in a new sense and measure to the
people who look to us “for some sweet word from our
dear Lord.”

And there is also the matter of our attitude and spirit
with regard to one another. Regarding this, is there one
of us now who has any misgivings or fears? I have
spoken, I think, with some one from almost every dele-
gation that has come from the different bodies to this
Congress. In every case some one has said, “If no Con-
gress were to be held, the fellowship during the voyage
here and the ciscussions on the way were worth all the
effort that hias been put forth, and we might go home
feeling adequately repaic for every sacrifice that has been
made,” Has any of us had an experience as rich and
real as this before? Personally, I never had. 1 never
have gone to any gathering anywhere with the same ex-
perience of heart, with the same fecling of brotherly love,
with the same confidence of unity of mind, of result,
which God has given in connection with this gathering
here in Panama. The more varying our experiences, the
more diverse our temperaments, the more supplementary
our points of view, the richer our fellowship here, the
larger the contribution which it will be possible for us to
make to the body of Christ and its work in the world. “If
the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If
the whole were hearing, where sere the smelling? But
now hath God set the members, each one of them, in the
body, even as it pleased Him.” So God contemplates the
body of his people, assigning to each part its own func-
tions. He has brought us together so that by our various
experiences he may enrich us each with the experience
of us all and send us back larger men and women, be-
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cauLse of that deeper fellowship, to take up again our
tasks.

And beyond these things there is the problem of our
attitude and spirit toward the work that has been given
us to do and toward those for whom and with whom this
work is to be done. What can one do here but go back
and think of one of those other propositions with regard
to our relationship to Jesus Christ, characteristic of the
New Testament teachings? If we are meeting here with
and i our Lord, we have gathered that we may hecome
more fike Him, that we may know what His attitude
would be if He were here today, toward the problems
with which we have to deal; what His spirit would be if
He were here to face the problems that we must face
when we go out of this Congress to Nicaragua, to Colom-
bia, to Brazil, to Chile, to Argentina, or back to the United
States, What was IHis aititude and what His spirit as
He iaced analogous problems in His own day~—His atti-
tude and spirit towards the mission which had been given,
towards the work that was to be done, towards the people
who needed to be helped, towards the falsehood that
needed to be antagonized and overthrown, towards insti-
tutions that defeated the purpose of God and His will for
man, that thwarted divine love towards enemies that had
to be borne with that they might be won, towards the
truth that needed to be revealed, towards the life that
needed to be given? What was our Lord’s attitude and
what His spirit with regard to problems like these? He
was a man with that like passion with us, and He walked
among men as we walk among men. He was given the
work of His Father to do, as we are given our work to
do. How did He bear himself towards such problems as
we face to-day? Unflinchingly we may ask that question,
and if there were time 1t would be of infinite profit to us
to go back and study the actual attitude and spirit of our
Lord towards those problems in His own life which were
most nearly akin to the problems we face to-day in Latin
America.

Let us give our attention to the marking out of four
great characteristics of His attitude and spirit in these
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matters. In the first place, He had with regard to this
work of His an absolutely adequate discernment. He
knew the men with whom he had to work, He knew the
work that had to be done. He saw the unclouded issues
that needed to be settled. He needed not that any should
speak to Him about man, for He himself knew what was
in man. FHe saw the truth and the way, and all the course
that the way took. Our Lord dealt with his work with
intelligence and understanding, and a full knowledge
which he had gained with His Father that made Him ade-
quate to all the problems that confronted Him.

Second, there was the absolutely undying, limitless love
and compassion that filled His life as he dealt with men
and carried through his work. “The good Shepherd
layeth down His life for his sheep;” “Having loved His
own which were in the world, he loved them unto the
uttermost ;”’ “A new commandment give I unto you, that
you love one another even as 1 have loved you, that you
also should love one another.” Tt was a love that went
to the limit, There was no limit. It was a ecompassion-
ate longing and desire for those whom he would save,
that would gather them as a hen gathers her little ones
under her wings, that would make any sacrifice even to
the end as expression and proof of its love,

Thirdly, there was this absolute nnselfishness, the want
of all self-will in the one personality that was entitled
toit. “My judgment is just because I seek not mine own
will.” “I came down from Heaven not to do mine own
will but the will of Him that sent me.” “He that sent
me is with me.” “The Father hath not left me alone.”

And there was lastly a patience that could never be
worn away, a patience that never was fretful, never irri-
tated, that never gave over, that held fast to one whom
He even knew to be a murderer at heart through all the
years, in the hope still that His love might save him; the
patience that sat down in the midst of an infinite under-
taking, looking across the uncounted centuries to the day
when at last the work He came to do should be dene.
When in all the world before or since was there pa-
tience like this, patience that is love resting on the faith
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that eternity is on the side of truth, and that will nc.
relax that faith?

We may be sure that if we are to be like our Lord we
must have our spirit and our attitude here in this Con-
gress, and in all the work we do in these lands, character-
1zed as His attitude and His spirit were.

We need to seek a clear, accurate understanding of
facts throughout all these fands, to be undeluded, to lay
aside. all false convictions that we have built up. We
need, if we are to be like Christ and to do His work, to
see the truth regarding the work that waits to be done
here. On the voyage down to Panama, Bishop Lloyd
and I, while our boat stopped for a brief time at Jamaica,
went to make a calf on that venerable and godly man, the
Archbishop of the West Indies. We suggested to him
that perhaps he might write down some word that we
could carry away with us as an expression of his blessing
and an assurance of his prayers during all the days we
were here. While we sat in his company he dictated this
letter, addressed to us two, but meant for us alt:

“Bishop’s Lodge,
Kingston, Jamaica,
February 7, 1916.
Robert E. Speer, Esq.,
The Right Rev. A. S, Lloyd, D.D,,
The Congress on Christian Work in Latin America.
My Dear Brethren:

1. Tt has been a great joy to me that you have been able
to come to see me at Bishop’s Lodge during the brief time
that your ship is in this port, as [ am not able to get to the
ship to see you and others.

2. T am .deeply interested in the Congress to be held at
Panama to which you are proceeding. I have read with
care the various bulletins issued by the preparatory Com-
mittee in New York., I cannot doubt that the spirit mani-
fested in these advanced reports will prevail in the Congress
itself, and that there will be a sincere desire on the part of
all those*who will ultimately influence the decisions of the
Congress, to make the full use of this great opportunity for
obtaining reliable information as to the religious and moral
condition of the communities in Latin America, and their edu-
cational needs, I trust that when the final reports are circu-
lated they will, together with the influences started at the
Congress, help to begin a new state of affairs in the vast
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regions of country which you have under your purview.

3. May God give you his blessing, and thcrein the power
to exercise a sound judgmentand discretion in what is said
and in what is recommended; and grant that all may bc done
in the deepest love of truth and charityl

I remain,

Yours very truly, .
E. JAMAICA,
Archbishop of the West Indies.”

I like this emphasis on the primary necessity of facing
actual facts of human life here. By what would -God
teach us more distinctly than by the realities of His
world today, and what could we do to carry out His will
in these lands, if during the days of this Congress we
did not come to see clearly and truly precisely what that
will must be, in order that in all our nations His King-
dom of the rule of love may come? And our attitude and
spirit, like His, must be, not only aii attitude of clear
discernment and perception of realities, it must be also
an attitude of love that many waters cannot quench, that
nothing can divide, that is stronger than death, How
else can we hope to_do the work that waits to be done
but by what Raymond Lull spoke of seven centuries ago
as he set out on his great sacrificial mission to the Mo-
hammedan world, with the same spirit that we covet in
our own lives to-day—"He that loves not lives not, and
he that lives by the Life cannot die”?

I was thinking the other day of some words of one
whom we did not even think of as a missionary to Latin
America, but who once landed at Bahia, Brazil, and
looked over the city. I refer to David Livingstone who
touched there on his way to Africa and then went on to
live his life of love in that dark continent. You remem-
ber his practice in the last years of his life, on each new
birthday, of writing down a fresh prayer expressing atl
his longing purpose for the year beginning. On the next
to the last of his birthdays, 1 think this was the prayer:
“Q divine love, I have not loved thee deeply, richly, ten-
derly enough. Enable me to love thee more 'and grant,
if it shall please thee, that before this year i ended I
may have finished my task.” () divine love, we have not
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loved thee deeply, richly, tenderly enough. We have not
been equal to our work because we have been defective
in our love. I think, friends, it must be something more
than prohibitions and restraints ; it must be the love that
lifts us to the positive ministries and sacrifices for which
love calls, not merely that the harsh and uncharitable
words should not be spoken, but that the word of tender
appeal should be spoken and the life of love lived that
carry with them out of the heart the love that cannot
be resisted or gainsaid. There is a wonderful passage in
James Thompson’s “City of Dreadful Night,” where the
soul in its dismal way gropes in the darkness across the
desert, rough talons and arms grasping at it from the
scraggly bushes on either side as it passes along in the
darkness. Presently the soul comes to a high precipice
and looks down over a great stretch of white sandy
beach on which the surf of the incoming tide is break-
ing. There, to its horror and consternation, on the
beach, nearer to which every instant come the lapping
waves, lies the soul’s body, to which it cannot go. The
soul tooks down in horror upon itself, wditing there for
the slow engulfing of the approaching tide. FPresently,
far down the sands a white figure is seen drawing near,
as of a woman carrying a red lamp in her hand, and the
soul watches with intense eagerness the succor which
draws near. The woman walks on, closer and closer still,
until the soul sees that it is not a lamp that she carries in
her hand, but her own bleeding heart, and the blood-drops
trickle step by step apart as she makes her way to where
the soul’s own self is laid, and stooping over, she gathers
up that which she would save. We wait at home, as
much at home as anywhere, for a new tide of the same
compassion that uttered itself on Calvary and in what lay
before Calvary.

And not only must our attitude be one of clear
discernment that does not flinch, and of a compassionate
yearning love, but it must also be stripped of selfishness,
of every type and character of it,—selfishness that can
only see”from our angle of vision, that can only include
our own particular brotherhood, that can only live on the
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line of our own tradition and experience. From this self-
ishness we must be elevated, if we would ‘pass out in the
greatness of Christ and be fitted to do his work in all
these Latin-American lands. And if He could be patient
and endure the degradation of sin against himself, if e
who offered men such love as He brought, could still
endure its refusal, and even love the men still who re-
jected His love, who are we that we should be impatient
and fretful where He was quiet and calm and where only
love filled His heart? -

Do we really need any more than this, to know the
truth, to feel with Christ’s compassion, to be sure that
our judgments are just, because we do not seek our own
wills,-and to be willing to wait as long as He has waited,
who has tarried 19oo years to see all the travail of His
soul, and has not seen it even yet?

I have not thought of evading the far more difficult
question of our attitude and spirit towards what we be-
lieve to be error and falsehood. We would not be faith-
ful disciples of Christ, if we did not honestly try to see
our whole task and all its difficulties and lean upon His
help to enable us to cope with these in their hardest
forms. We have that problem. What is our attitude and
what s our spirit to be here? Coming down on the boat,
I have been reading again the Life and Lefters of ¥, W.
Robertson of Brighton, and have marked again the pas-
sages that have been the most familiar ones during the
years, expressing all the hatred that blazed at times in
one of the most charitable and loving spirits of his time.
His biographer writes: “In boyhood and youth his re-
ligion, before it had consciously taken a distinctively
Christian form, manifested itself in two ways—as hatred
and resistance of evil and as a reverence and effort for
purity.” He wrote in after years what was true of his
whole life: “There is something of combativeness in me
which prevents the whole vigor being drawn. out, except
when I have an antagonist to deal with, a falsehood to
quell or a wrong to avenge. Never till then does my
mind feel quite alive.” And later on, his biographer
speaking again, refers to the indignation with which he
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heard of a base act: “The indignation, on the other
hand, with which he heard of a base act was so intense
that it rendered him sleepless. His wrath was terrible,
and it did not evaporate in words. But it was Christ-
like indignation. With those who were weak, crushed
with remorse, fallen, his compassion, long-suffering and
tenderness were as beautiful as they were unfailing. But
falsehood, hypocrisy, and the sin of the sirong against
the weak, stirred him to the very depths of his being.
‘[ have seen him, writes one of his friends, ‘grit his
teeth and clench his fist when passing a man who he
knew was bent on destroying an innocent girl’ ‘My
blood,” he writes himself, after a conversation on the
wrongs of women, ‘was running liquid fire’” Aud
later still he writes regarding his feeling on reading
“Macbeth”: “On reading ‘Macbeth,’ when Macduff has
his foe within striking reach, ‘I felt as if to have a
firm grip of a sword in a villain’s heart were the in-
tensest rapture this world could give” Now these were
the words, I say, of one of the most loving, tender and
charitable spirits of his time. We must interpret them in
accordance with the principle which he had in mind when
he used them. He saw the limitation and error in other
men and sought beneath the limitation and error for the
truth which was there, the truth which we can feel our-
selves here beneath the words about and irom Robertson.
Unless we are able to hate the thing that is false how
can we love the thing that is true?

And yet I have been wondering whether there is one
of us to-day that dare play with this fire, whether there
is one of us to-day whose hand is so clean and whose
heart is so pure and whose whole life is so fused with
love that he dare take up in his hand this sword. Is
there one who dare do this to-day in His presence who
is perfect truth and love and lowliness? Sometimes, re-
membering Jesus’ judgment on the Pharisees, we think
we can. . Qur Lord did assume a fierce attitude toward
the Pharisees, but he also assumed an attitude toward
Samaritans, and no one can read through the gospels
without seeing what a chasm there is between these two
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attitudes of our Lord. Both Pharisee and Samaritan
held error, both. Pharisce and Samaritan were separated
from the vision of Christ, and yet His attitude toward the
two was directly opposite.  There is never a word regard-
ing the Samaritan that is not a word of charity and good
will. Some of His dearest utterances were made to a
Samaritan woman beside the well. He made a Samari-
tan the type of good life, Perhaps we had better walk
very tremulously in our feeling of competence to stand
with Christ in this attitude towards the Pharisee and re-
member rather the attitude towards the Samaritan com-
pany, to whom His heart was always going out in loving
compassion and tenderness and charity.

The word that Mrs. Kingsley writes down in the dedi-
cation of her biography of her husband makes clear
what I have been trying to say, “To the beloved memory
of a righteous man who loved God and truth above all
things, a man of untarnished honor, gentle and humble,
tender and true, pitiful to the weak, yearning after the
erring, stern to all forms of wrong and oppression, yet
most stern to himself, who being angry, yet sinned not,
and passing through the gate of death, now liveth unto
Gaod forever more.” Is it too much to expect that the
spirit of Christ can bring us to that clear, true light dur-
ing all the days of this Congress?

We should not adequately have thought of the right
attitude and spirit in which we gather here and are to
go away, if we did not lay emphasis upon just two other
things for a moment. One is the spirit of energy. Inour
Lord’s own words, “I must work the work of him that
sent me while it is day, the night cometh when no man
can work.” The other is the spirit of expectation, that
does not limit what God can do through us who have
gathered here. It will be, unless we fail Him, more than
he has wrought through any other company of men and
women who have gathered in the name of Christ in our
day. If our faith is equal to it, we shall begin in the
days of this Congress a new era for all the nations of
North and South America. Dare we limit what God
stands ready to do in these days and in the years that
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lie ahead? If only as little children we can have faith
enough to make room for Him in our lives and lay
aside differences with which we come, preconceptions,
judgments that are narrowing and hardening weights; if
only with absolute openness in the opening days of this
Congress we meet here, we can make room for Him and
not fix boundaries to what He will do.

And how through these days may we hope to keep
this attitude and spirit—how, but by drawing near, very
near, to our Lord Jesus Christ? We must acknowledge
His ownership of our lives in a new and deeper and more
absolutely surrendering spirit than ever before. No out-
ward things need interfere with our hearing His voice.
We shall not fail to hear it if we will but listen now,
before our afterncon session shall separate. If He be
true, and we know that He is truer than our knowledge
of his being true, He stands now as He has always stood
over against the doors of the hearts of His people; we
may be sure He is standing in front of us now. O, if
we but be still, we shall hear Him now as then. ‘I stand
at the door and knock; if your Congress will open the
door, I will come in,—I #l” Shall He not? Shall each
of us not say to Him now as one and-all of us hear Him
knocking, “Lord, I came here to have Thee come into my
life in 2 new and more commandmg way than ever,
Come in! Come in!”
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Ever since I was told that I might have this privilege,
a word that St. John spoke has been in my thought. I
question whether I shall be able to make clear what I
desire to say, and yet I must try.

The apostle was speaking of his Master’s preeminence
and he said of Him, “In Him was life and the life was
the light of men.” These words contain perhaps the most
profound of all theological dogmas, but I do not fancy
he was conscious of this at the moment, but rather of the
changes that had been wrought in himself by contact
with his Master. He was thinking back over his life; of
the time when as a young man he was fishing with his
companions and this man had come to them and said,
“Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.” And
in his thought he had gone again over all the years, until
at last he had come to the point where the risen Christ
had thrown light on all that is infinite and beyond, and
had made him able to understand how this life and the
life beyond are one and continuous, even now being
eternal because made complete by His power.

What I would emphasize is that he did not begin at the
point where this revelation had been made, but with the
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days in Galilee when he had first seen and loved Him,
whom now he knew to be the Incarnate One. 1 do this,
believing that it will make us able to realize the delight,
the reverence and the awe with which he was thinking
about the strange and beautiful value that his life had
come to hoid for Hin as a resuit of that companionship.
When he had first known the Christ, life was only the
prosaic routine of a fisherman’s life, his daily necessities
driving him to his task. Now he had come to recognize
the task as a means by which his life might be developed
into that beautiful reality which his Master had showed.
The illumination which had come to him had made him
realize the dignity of his manhood and its possibilities,
when it is lifted up into the place where a man has be-
come a son of God. A strange and beautiful hope had
been wakened in him through understanding that the
accidents of his life were but the revelation of the love
of his Heavenly Father. If we had time to follow the
stages of his development, as this is shown in his gospel,
this would be undersiood; for after all we must realize
that his gospel grew out of the experience of a man who -
had been taught, of a man who had the courage to stand
with St. Peter, when all men-were confounded by what
his Master had said, still clinging to his Master, unable
to withdraw himself because he knew that the Christ had
words of eternal life; a man who followed his Lord with-
out question and with devotion, even though on the
Mount of the Transfiguration he was still unable to un-
derstand what his Master was telling.

It seems to me inevitable that it was this process of
development, made possible by what his Master had
shown him, that made the disciple able to say, as he
looked back upon it all, “In Him was life.” Having said
this nothing could be added. | All that could be thought
or dreamed of concerning a.man created in the likeness
of God He had shown and exemplified in his life and
words.

What I would have you believe is that the apostle did
not reach, by means of theological discussion, the clear
understanding that made him able to declare without
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reservation that in his Master was life; nor yet did he
attain it because he believed any particular thing to be
true of Him, but by that process which was eloquently
set forth among us yesterday, by the exhibit of the infinite
love of the Father which was showed forth in Jesus
Christ. The man who had been able to ask his Master,
“Lord, wilt thou that we bid fire to come down from
heaven and consume them?” had grown up to the ability
to declare, “His life is the light of men.” The man who
had failed his Master in the hour of trial was he who,
running to the sepulchre and entering it, found the wit-
ness that He had risen again from the dead. The same
man now, looking back over the years which had followed
the days in which his Master had taught him, was able to
say that he had seen His glory as of the only begotten
Son of God. Surely it was the infinite love that the
Christ had first revealed to him and had later imparted
to him, which had developed in him the ability to under-
stand. DPresently, as we read in one of his letters, we find
this man, as he looks out over the wretchedness and
misery of the world he lived in, declaring—and I think we
can alost note his agony as he wrote—"The whole world
lieth in the evil one, and we know that the Son of God is
come.” As he spoke this do you suppose that he was
thinking from the same point of view that made him want
to call down fire from heaven, or was he thinking in the
terms of the light that had lightened his life? Was he
thinking of the curse that the old prophet called down
upon sinful men, or was he thinking about that word
which his Master had spoken and which he himself alone
had remembered and recorded, “I am the light. of the
world.” He is writing now to those who shall pass on to
the ages the wondrous life that had come to himself, and
he seems to be telling them, “This is His distinctive
mark; this it is that separates Him from all else; this it
is that shows Him to be the creator and Lord of the
universe ; in Him is life and the life is the light of men.”

I have brought this to you because I am sure that just
in so far as we also have been able to separate ourselves
from the things that pass, and have drawn so close to the
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Christ that He has illuminated our lives, our experience
has been identical with that of Iis apostle, so that we
may confidently say to all men, “In Him is life.” Just in
proportion as we can help men to comprehend this, shall
we be able to help them to see life from the view-point
from which St. John saw it. The sufferings of life can-
not be eliminated, but they can be illuminated. The
temptations that come to one will ever show the same
ugliness, but in the light of His life they can be made
the means of growing. The sordidness of life will con-
tinue to draw men back, but it will cease to dominate
them as they are able to contrast it with the glory that
shall be revealed. Life willi still be full of uncertainty,
but the illumination which He has thrown upon all human
experience will make men certain as to what the end will
be. Those who have come near to Him, as did St. John,
will know that the future is as to-day, their life illumi-
nated and interpreted, their hope assured. They will be
strengthened, as he was, to declare that it is the Son of
God who has shown them themselves; and because this
is true for individuals, they know it is true for the race.
Just in proportion as men are banded together for the
one definite purpose of showing Ilim to the world, they
will be driven by the same compassion that St. John felt,
when he wrote, “The world lieth in the evil one and we
know the Son of God has come.” Does one ask, how can
we know that this is true? The answer is that the wit-
ness is in oneself. Because He has shown us ourselves
as we are, because He is the light that has lightened us,
we may be certain that He will do the same for the world,
once the world knows Him.

But if this 18 true, does it not lift up the task which
has been committed to us to the place where angels have
desired to come? We who are consciously poor and weak
and vacillating, almost ready to believe that we can define
eternal verities, though we know we are bound and
hindered by our own prejudices, almost ready to believe
that we know how to express the mind of God in spite
of our unworthiness, in spite of our pride; yet permitted
to commune together as to how to show Him to our
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brethren who is the light of the world. Yet while we
are conscious of these himitations, we still have our wit-
ness of the sincerity of our purpose as shown in the
unity of our intercessions to the Father that the Christ
may be interpreted to His redeemed ones. As we con-
template the wretchedness of the world we live in, we
know that we are not depending on what we can do, nor
yet on the little company of people whom we represent,
but on the intercessions and labors of the whole body of
Christ throughout the world, every member of that body
having in his own measure and according to his own
light realized the misery of Christ’s redeemed ones, and
all alike sharing the consciousness of sin that is to our
own shame. To-day the whole world lieth in the clutch
of wickedness, while we know that the Son of God has
come.

Nor have I any doubt that, driven by this feeling, every
one of us will be listening to hear what the Christ has to
say: and in our intercessions will be more and more
keenly desirous, not so much to see the particular under-
taking prosper by which we are striving to help bring
civilization to its highest expression, but that the work
we do may be used of God to help lighten the world;
keeping this in mind, that not what we know nor have
learned nor have done, not the means we use, but the
light which has lightened our lives and given us our
manhood, will lighten all to whom He comes. Because
we know that it is not what we do, nor what we believe,
nor even our successes, but these as He uses them to en-
lighten men, these as they are the means of lifting Him
up from the earth that He may draw all men unto Him.
And we will perform our tasks with all humility and
reverence, striving to exhibit His beauty and gentleness
and strength, lest we blur the impression that the Christ
would make. We do it with dread and apprehension,
depending upon Him for grace, lest we who speak in His
name should fall into the error of that prophet. who would
call down fire from heaven. Christ the life, ourselves the
vehicle through which He will show Himself, our organi-
zation the mechanism through which He will accomplish
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His purpose and cause His voice to be heard, not by our-
selves alone, but by all those who Iove the Lord Jesus
Christ. in sincerity.

I recall these things in order, if T may, to help us all
to realize that we must depend not on what we may con-
clude in our councils, but on His power to make our work
effectual towards helping men to know Him who is life.
I do it the more earnestly because it seems to me that.
in this day God's providence is mightily working, great
things remain to be .done, and we need to have special
care, lest we undertake His work in our own strength.

The Conference at Edinburgh was of real value in help-
ing to solve the problems confronting those who are
trying to help the peoples in the East. It was fortunate
for us all that when it was over some were moved to
arrange for a like Conference with our brethren in Latin
America, that we and they nught know one another
better; and that by considering together the problems
which confront us -and them, we might know how to
render mutual service. Who would have dreamed that
even then God in His providence was preparing to bring
the two countries very near together, as if to make them
realize that their destiny is one?

These continents have been developed in opposite direc-
tions. On its face it would seem that nothing could be
more difficult than to reconcile the civilization of Latin
America brought from Southern Europe, with the civii-
ization of North America, the fruit of the sowing from
Northern Eurdpe. Indeed, so unlike have they appeared
that they have grown as though having no kinship nor
common purpose, until suddenly through the mighty
changes that God has brouglit to pass, they have been made
conscious that the destiny of both is tied up in the same
bundie of life. The splendid task has thus come to us
to devise means by meeting here together in council by
which each may lend aid to the other towards helping to
the mutuat understanding of our ideals, without which
there can be no community of feeling or unity in action.
And this task is laid upon us, who know that only by con-
stant effort are we saved from believing that our under-
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standing of the truth is the only interpretation of it, and
who with difficulty resist the temptation to believe that our
point of view is the only point of view. Surely we have
reason to keep constantly before us that while each must
interpret the truth as he receives it, the whole truth can-
not be discerned untit men are able to make St. John's
words their own, and declare, “In Him is life and the
life is the light of men.”

Our security is that we have come to this Congress
confessing ourselves to be as children, depending upon
the Spirit of God to show us how the life of the North
and the life of the South may so touch one another and
be so blended into one, as to make us able as brothers to
build His Kingdom. And while we are doing this, God
in His providence is weaving other bonds to bind us
nearer together. The continents are being brought closer
by scientific investigations and in their commercial inter-
ests. It is for us to show that.in thus working together
and striving to make God'’s earth a fit dwelling place for
his chiidren, ali men are our brethren. Qur assurance
that we shall be prospered is that we know that the Son
of God is come.

The question for us is, are we able so to speak with His
voice and to mantfest His life, that all our brothers may
know and know agsuredly that He alone is the life? We
cannot think of the Kingdom of God without the world’s
development, just because we cannot think of the return
of Christ white poverty prevails. All things which make
for develbpient, whether physical or mental or spiritual,
are ministering to His Kingdom, but the work must all be
done over again unless the scientist and the commerc1al
man, as wetl as God's prophet, each serving God in His
place, knows that Fe is the light which itfumines men.
It is our privilege to make this assured. Have we the
love of God in us to make us stand ready to speak the
words that He shall teach us, so that we may bear wit-
ness to the truth which we were set to interpret? Have
we grace to love men as FHe loved men when He laid
down His life for His friends? Happily, we have.not to
depend on onreelves alone, sirice we are but members of
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His body and it is in the strength and the faith and the
industry of the whole body, that hody into which He
has breathed His spirit, and to which Ile gives Fis power
and has intrusted His task, that we will undertake the
task committed to us.
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Intercession is prayer offered for others, and not for
ourselves, for cleansing, for guidance, for strength, and
for victory. The promise is, “Ask, and it shall be given
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall he opened
unto you.” Qur Lord prayed for I1imself. He prayed
at His baptism, before selecting the Twelve, in the time
of His greatest popularity, on the Mount of Transfigura-
tion, in the garden, and on the cross. We read that in
the morning, a great while before day, He rose up and
went out, and departed into a desert place, and there
prayed. We read again that He went out into a mountain
to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God. 1In
Gethsemane, being in an agony, He prayed more carnest-
ly, and his sweat became, as it were, great drops of blood
failing down upon the ground. In His prayer a little
while before His passion He said: “And now, Father,
glorify thou me with thine own self, with the glory
which I had with thee before the world was.” He did
pray for Himself, and we are to pray for ourselves, that
gc may stand perfect and fully assured in all the will of

od. ’

But our Lord did not stop with praying for Himself.
In His intercessory prayer, referring to His disciples, He

205



206 THE DEVOTIONAL ADDRESSES

said: “T pray for them; I pray not for the world, but
for those whom thou hast given me.” He added: “Holy
Father, keep them in thy name which thou hast-given me,
that they may be one, even as we are.” He did not ask
that they might be taken out of the world, but that He
shoutld keep them from the evil one. He prayed for them
again: “Sanctify them in the truth, Thy word is truth.”
And again: “Father, I desire that they also whom thou
hast given me be with me where I am, that they may
behold my glory, which thou hast given me.” He was
profoundly concerned about His own immediate follow-
ers, but not about them only. So He said: “Neither for
these only do I pray, but for them also that bclieve on
me through their word; that they may all be one; even
as thou, Father, art in me and I in thee; that they also
may be m us, that the world may believe ‘that thou didst
send me)

You recall that before He told Peter .that he would
deny Him, that night, before the cock would crow, He
said: “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan asked to have you,
that he might sift you as wheat; but I made supplication
for thee that thy faith fail not; and do thou, when once
thou hast turned again, esfablish thy brethren.” Our Re-
deemer and Lord has left us an example in this as in
other things, that we should walk in His steps.

The ministry of intercession had a large place in the
carly Church. Thus when Peter and John were charged
not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus, and
were threatened if they disobeyed, the Church lifted up
its voice in prayer with one accord and said: “Lord,
look upon their threatenings; and grant unto thy servants
to speak thy word with all boldness, while thou stretchest
forth thy hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may
be done through the name of Thy holy Servant Jesus.”
The record states that when they had prayed, the place
was shaken wherein they were gathered together, and
they spake the word of God with boldness.

An incident in which Peter is the hero is recorded.
Herod had killed James, and seceing that this act was
pleasing to the Jews, proceeded to take Peter. He ap-
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prehended the apostle, put him in prison, delivering him
to four quaternions of soldiers to guard him; intending
after the Passover to bring him forth to the people.
While Peter was kept in prison, prayer was made earnest-
ly of the Church to God for him. We are familiar with
the account of Peter’'s deliverance from the hand of
Herod and from all the expectation of the Jewish people.
At the touch and command of an angel, the sleeping
apostle arose, bound on his sandals, cast his garment
about him, and followed the angel past the first and
second guard and through the iron gate that led into the
city. When the angel left him Peter called at the home
of Mary, where many were gathered together and were
praying. Because of the intercession of the Christians
in Jerusalem, Peter was preserved for the great work the
Lord had for him to do.

Paul understood the value of intercession, and in his
epistles alluded many times to his prayers on behalf of
his own children in the faith and on behali of others.
Thus in his epistle to the saints in Rome he wrote: “For
God is my witness how unceasingly I make mention of
you always in my prayers, making request if by any
means now at length I may be prospered by the will of
God to come unto you.” He longed to see them that he
might impart to them some spiritual gift. He wanted to
have some fruit among them, even as in the rest of the
Gentiles. :

To the Ephesians he wrote: “For this cause . . .
I cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of
you in my prayers; that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you a spirit
of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, hav-
ing the eyes of your heart enlightened, that ye may know
what is the hope of His calling, what the riches of the
glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what the ex-
ceeding greatness of His power to us-ward who believe,
according to that working of the strength of His might
which He wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from
the dead.” In this same epistle he wrote also: “For this
cause I bow my knees unto the Father that Fle would
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grant you, according to the riches of His glory, that ye
may be strengthened with power through His Spirit in
the inner man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith; to the end that ye, being rooted and
grounded in love, may be strong to apprehend with all
the saints what is the breadth and length and height and
depth, and to know the love of Christ that passeth knowl-
edge, that ye may be filled to all the fullness of God.”

To the Philippians he wrote that he thanked God upon
all his remembrance of them, always in every supplica-
tion of his on their behalf, making his supplication with
joy. He prayed for them that their love might abound
yet more and more in knowledge and all discernment, so
that they might approve the things that are excellent;
that they might be sincere and void of offense until the
day of Christ, being filled with all the fruits of righteous-
ness which are through Jesus Christ unto the glory and
praise of God,

To the Colossians he wrote: “For this cause we also
since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray and make
request for you, that ye may be filled with the knowledge
of His will in all spiritval wisdom and understanding, to
walk worthily of the Lord unto all pleasing, bearing fruit
in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of
God, strengthened with all power according to the might
of His glory unto all patience and long-suffering with
joy; giving thanks unto the Father, who made us meet
to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light.”

For the Thessalonians Paul prayed that our God might
count them worthy of their calling, and fulfil every de-
sire of goodness and every work of faith with power, that
the name of the Lord might be glorified in them, and they
in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord
Jesus Christ. It was for these people that he prayed night
and day exceedingly that he might see them, and perfect
that which was lacking in their faith. He prayed for
them that the Lord would make them to increase and
abound in love one toward another and toward all men,
to the end that He might establish their hearts in holiness
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before our God and Father at the coming of the Lord
Jesus Christ with all His saints.

He prayed for them that the God of peace would sanc-
tify them wholly, and that their spirit and soul and body
might be preserved entire without blame at the coming
of the Lord Jesus Christ. He prayed the Lord to com-
fort their hearts and to establish them in every good
word and work. It would not be easy to mention any
spiritual blessing for which the apostle did not pray for
the believers of that time,

While Paul was praying for his converts and for
others night and day exceedingly, and at every remem-
brance of them, he entreated them to pray for him in
turn. The greatest man that ever lived, the greatest mis-
sionary, needed from the beginning the prayers of God’s
people, in order that he might be at his best at all times
and be able to do his best at all times. With the aid of
their supplications he would accomplish what he could
not accomplish without them. So in writing to the saints
"in Rome, he said: “Now I beseech you, brethren, by our
Lord Jesus Christ, and by the love of the Spirit, that ye
strive together with me in your prayer to God for me;
that I may be delivered from them that are disobedient in
Judea, and that my ministration which I have for Jeru-
salem may be acceptable to the saints; that I may come
unto you in joy through the will of God, and together
with you find rest.”

To the Corinthians he wrote: “Ye also helping to-
gether on our behalf by your supplication ; that, for the
gift bestowed upon us by means of many, thanks may be
given by many persons on our hehalf.” -

After urging the Ephesians to put on the whole armor
of God, he added: “With all prayer and supplication,
praying at all seasons in the Spirit, and watching there-
unto in all perseverance and supplication for all the saints,
and on my behalf, that utterance may be given unto me
in opening my mouth, to make known with boldness the
mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in
chains ; that in it I may speak boldly as I ought to speak.”
He asked the prayers of the Ephesian Christians, to the
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end that he might not be terrorized by the bonds and
afflictions which the Holy Spirit testified awaited him in
every cify.

His request to the Colossians was this: “Continue
steadfastly in prayer, watching therein with thanksgiv-
ing ; withal praying for us also, that God may open unto
us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ,
for which I am also in bonds; that I may make it mani-
fest, as I ought to speak.” There were times when great
and effectual doors were opened before hini; when he
made this request the door was closed. He was not at
liberty to go from continent to continent or from city to
city, preaching the unsearchable riches of Christ.

To the Thessalonians he wrote: “Finally, brethren,
pray for us, that the word of the Lord may run and be
glorified, even as also it is with you; and that we may
be delivered from unreasonable and evil men; for all
have not faith.” Ie found false brethren as well as open
enemies, and he wanted to be delivered from all such,
that the progress of the gospel might not be hindered.

The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews wrote in the
same tenor. “Pray for us; for we are persuaded that
we have a.good conscience, desiring to live honorably in
all things. And, I exhort you the more exceedingly to
do this, that I may be restored to you the sooner.” The
writer believed that prayer changes things. Atluding to
prayer for others, the great apostle said: “I exhort there-
fore, first of all, that supplications, prayers, intercessions,
thanksgivings, be made for all men; for kings and all
that are in high places, that we may lead a tranquil and
quiet life in all godliness and gravity.” In another place
he wrote: “Brethren, my heart’s desire and my suppli-
cation to God is for them, that they may be saved.” He
referred to the covenant people. IHe was so anxious
for their salvation that he was willing to be anathema
from Christ for their sake, This saying is akin to'that of
Moses, who, when praying for the forgiveness of the
people, said: “Forgive them; and if not, blot me from
the book which thou hast written.”

James asked those to whom he wrote to confess their
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sins one to another, and to pray one for another, and
added: “The supplication of a righteous man avails
much in its working.”

Emerson held that every great work is a triumph of
enthusiasm. Tt can be said with equal truth that every
forward movement in the work of the Kingdom is a
triumph of intercession. Missionary Boards and Bible
Societies have been ‘organized; missionaries have been
sent into all parts of the world; the funds necessary for
the maintenance and enlargement of the work have been
provided; doors long closed have been opened; men and
women at the front have been cheeeed and energized and
prospered in answer to the helieving prayers of God’s
people. The first missionary Society in America was the
outgrowth of a prayer service corducted by a group of
students in Williams ' College. And every missionary
Society organized before or since was the result of
prayer. The Student Volunteer Movement came into
existence because a number of devout Christians were
praying for the spread of the gospel in all lands. The
Laymen’'s Missionary Movement had its origin in a
prayer-meeting. The Missionary Education Movement
was born mm an atmosphere of prayer.

In England, when volunteers for the field were few and
far between, a day of intercession was appointed. Chris-
tians met in private homes, in churches, in cathedrals and
spent the whole day in prayer and praise. As a direct
result there were more applicants for appointment in the
months following than there had been in the same num-
ber of years preceding. St. Andrew’s Day is observed in
the English churches each year as a day of intercession.
Other Societies have been greatly helped by the faith-
filled petitions of the children of God. The support of
the work from year to year, and the growth of the work
from year to year are answers to prayer.

A delegate to this Congress who has made a special
study of revivals has not discovered a single instance of a
revival that was not preceded by much earnest prayer to
God for his blessing. Another delegate tells of a mar-
velous revival in a theological sefninary that had its origin
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in an all-night prayer service conducted by a few students
in one of their rooms. The experiences of Hudson
Taylor, George Miiller, Dwight L. Moody and others are
the commonplaces of the religious history of our day.
Hudson Taylor asked for a hundred missionaries within
a given period, and $50,000 to defray the expense of
sending them to China. As his bookkeeper was unusually
busy, he asked that the money might come in a few large
gifts. Before the year closed, 101 missionaries sailed, and
$50,000 was received in handsome gifts. George Miiller
received $7,500,000 in answer to prayer. He was able to
care for thousands of orphans, to send out and sustain a
large number of missionaries, to establish hundreds of
Sunday-schogls, to distribute hundreds of thousands of
copies of the Scriptures, and to preach the gospel in per-
son in all parts of Christendom. The answers to Moody’s
prayers were almost equally notable.

No other request comes from the missionaries so often
as this: “Pray for us.” They may need equipment and
reinforcements ; but more than these they need a volume
of prayer on their behalf. They need the wisdom that is
profitable to direct, the patient enthusiasm that will keep
them from failure or discouragement, the ability to mani-
fest the life of Christ in their own lives and to preach
the gospel in such a way that multitudes will believe.
They know that in times past they have been graciously
and mightily helped through the intercession of God’s
people near at hand and far away. With them this is a
question of fact and not of speculation, Before going
on his tour around the world, our chairman of the Con-
tinuation Committee of the Edinburgh Conference, Dr.
Mott, asked a large number of Christian people to pray
for him. The results achieved in the conferences held
are a demonstration that God hears and answers the
prayer of faith on behalf of his servants. There arg
members of this Congress who have been brought back
from the gates of the grave; men that should have died
according to all the teaching of medical science, and who
would have died, if it had not been for the supplications
of God’s people for their recovery. There are others who
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have been protected against accident and injury and
helped in other ways not less wonderful, and who believe
in their souls that they are what they are and have donc
the work they have achieved because of the prayers
offered on their behalf.

Through the ministry of intercession, all can help for-
ward the evangelization of the world. There are many
who cannot go to the field; they do not have the health
and the training necessary. There are many who can-
not give money in any considerable amounts. But all can
help with their supplications, and aceomplish perhaps as
much as those who go and as those who give largely.
They can assist the missionaries by praying that the spirit
of Jehovah may rest upon them, the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit
of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, to guide them
and to prosper them increasingly. This being se, it would
seem that every Christian who is at all mnterested in the
work, as he thinks of the workers, would be disposed to
say, as Samuel said: “God forbid that I should sin
against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you.”

“For what are men better than sheep or goats,
That nourish a dull life within their hearts,
If, knowing God, they lift not holy hands in prayer,
Both for themselves and thos® they love?
And so this whole round world is bound
With golden chains about the feet of God.”

One distinguished religious leader of our day has
spoken of intercession as a deeply buried talent. It is
the conviction of many eminent Christians that the
churches are not praying for the workers and the work,
as they are authorized to pray by the teaching of Scrip-
ture and the example of our Lord. There are those who
believe that the mighty works of Elijah and the mightier
works of the apostles, and far greater works even, could
be performed, if we would ask in faith, nothing doubting.
The master has said: “If ye abide in me and my words
abide in you, ask what ye will and it shall be done unto
you.” And again: “If two or three of you shall agree
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on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall
be done for them by my Father who is in heaven.” An-
other precious promisz is this: “Open thy mouth wide,
and I will filt it.” The resources upon which we can
draw are infinite.

“Thou art coming to a King,
Large petitions with- thee bring,
For his power and love are such;
Thou canst never ask too much.”

God be merciful unto us and bless us, and cause his
face to shine upon us; that thy way may be known upon
earth, thy salvation among all nations.

Now our Lord Jesus Christ himsetf, and God our
Father, who loved us and gave us eternal comfort and
good hope through grace, comfort your hearts and estab-
lish them in every good work and word.

Now to Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly
above all that we ask or think, according to the power
that worketh in us, unto Him be the glory in the church
and in Christ Jesus unto all generations forever and ever,

Unto Him that loveth us, and loosed us from our sins
by His blood; and He made us to be a kingdom, to be
priests unto his God and Father, to Him be the glory
and dominion forever and ever.

Now the God of peace, who brought again from the
dead the great shepherd of the sheep with the bleod of an
eternal covenant,” even our Lord Jesus, make you per-
fect in every good work to do His will, working in us
that which is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus
Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever.

Now the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace
in believing, that you may abound in hope in the power
of the Holy Spirit,
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1 suggest for your thinking this morning that verse in
the first chapter of Acts which reads thus: “Ye shall
receive power, when the Holy Spirit is come upon you.”
As we have been listening here and considering all the
cross-currents that increase the difficulties of these vast
fields, I feel sure that there has been a cry from every
heart for power. Behind organization, behind progress,
behind everything else, there has been this cry for that
which shall increase our energy.

When we listened to Brother Colton as he brought
before us in his Commission report the marvelous situa-
tion in Latin America, and when we considered, one after
another, the difficulties in these widespread fields, we were
all on the point of crying out, “Who is sufficient for all
these things?' What shall we do? Shall we wait for
more mission schools, wait for better literature, wait for
this, wait for that or the other thing? What a long, long
wait this poor human family of ours has had and is
having! Time is, of course, an essential element in all
advance, but no doubt we would all say with that little
boy who had five small cakes and two little fishes, “Lord,
here is all we have up to this time. Canst thou not
somehow, by some superhuman element introduced, not
let this poor perishing world wait any longer -upon our
poor, pitiful performance ?”215
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I remind you of the fact that those to whom Jesus
-spoke had already received the FHoly Spirit in a measure,
for you will remember that they were sincere believers,
and Paul said in First Corinthians, “No man can say
Jesus is Lord but in the Holy Spirit.” Still more re-
markable I found the following passage in the twentieth
chapter of John, the twenty-second verse: “He breathed
on them and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Spirit.”
Perhaps this was for spiritual insight, because it is fol-
lowed by those words: “Whosesoever sins ye forgive’—
and so on; possibly it was the specific gift of the Holy
Ghost, or it meant the discernment of the Spirit to know
when men before you are sincerely repenting of sin. But
apparently the full measure had not yet been reached;
there was yet to be a fulness beyond any the disciples
had up te this time experienced. For its attainment Jesus
mentioned two conditions. The first was that they were
to wait until Jesus was glorified, as you may read in the
39th verse of the 7th chapter of John: “By this spake
he of the Spirit which they that believed on him were to
receive: for the Spirit was not yet given; because Jesus
was not yet glorified.” The second was that they were to
be of one accord in one place. I have sometimes won-
dered whether it is not easier to be of one accord when
you are in different places? But they were to be of one
accord in one place. These were the twe conditions.
Jesus had been glorified, and now meeting in that upper
chamber, a little group of believers had come into perfect
accord of mind and heart; and therefore the time had
come for the promise to be fulfilled, “Ye shall receive
power when the Holy Spirit is come upon you.” And
He came. This was the great birthday of this dispen-
sation.

They were all filled with the Holy Ghost, as you may
read in the fourth verse of the second chapter of Acts,
and the great enterprise of what we choose to call for-
eign missions immediately began. ‘. . . And they were
all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. Now
there wcre dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from



REALIZING SENSE OF JESUS 217

every nation under heaven. And when this sound was
heard the multitude came together, and were confounded,
because that every man heard them speaking in his own
language. And they were all amazed and marveled,
saying, Behold, are uot all these that speak Galileans?
And how hear we every man in our own language, where-
in we were born? Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites,
and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, in Judaea, and Cappa-
docia, in Pontus and Asia, in Phrygia and Pamphylia,
in Egypt and the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and so-
journers froin Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans
and Arabians, we do hear them speak in’our tongues the
wonderful works of God.” The moment they were filled
with the Holy Spirit that great enterprise began which
can only be really successfully prosecuted with the power
with which they were endowed in that great hour. I
heard Bishop Lambuth say on our way to this Congress
that the Holy Spirit is peculiarly set forth in the Acts of
the Apostles as the efficient energizer of the whole move-
ment; and always the conditions of meeting the fullness
of power are available—a glorified Christ and a unified
Church.

What is it that the Holy Spirit does for believers that
_conditions power by his presence? First, he testifies of
Christ. To be filled with the Spirit, therefore, is to be
very conscious of the presence of our Lord, for Jesus
Himself says: “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of Truth,
is come, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall
not speak from himself; but 'what things soever he shall
hear, these shall he speak: and he shall declare unto you
the things that are to come.” And elsewhere he had said:
“The Holy Spirit shall . . . bring to your remembrancé
all that I said unto you.” Our very thoughts of Christ
are prompted by the Holy Spirit; our very memory of
Christ, his words and wishes, are suggested by him. O
lover of Christ, who would fain dwell in his presence and
hear his words in the chambers of your soul! These ex-
periences are the fruit received from the Holy Spirit.
It is his office to vivify Christ’s presence.

Bishop Thoburn, whom some of us remember with
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deep affection, was never tired of illustrating this idea
with the statement that in an Indian marriage, when the
marriage procession goes out onto the street, there is
always appointed a torch-bearer who holds a torch so
that the face of the bridegroom is lighted up. That is
the office of the Holy Spirit, to give us so vivid a sense
of Christ’s presence that we will never forget Him.
“Seeing it is God that said Light shall shine out of dark-
ness, who shined in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ.” - When we see that face illumined, its light im-
mediately lights our darkness. Shall we not ask for the
lighting of our souls by the revealed face of the illumined
Christ, as the Holy Ghost makes that face vivid and il-
lumined to all of us?

In the second place, the Holy Spirit produces in us the
mind of Christ. One of the most beautiful hours we
spent on board ship coming down here was when some of
our brethren from Mexico and the United States talked
to us in regard to the mind of Christ. “Let this mind be
in you which was also in Christ Jesus.” But whence is
this mind to be derived? We read again these words:
“Being in the fellowship of the Spirit.” That is where
the mind of Christ comes from. And what is the mind of
Christ, as referred to in that chapter of Philippians? It
is the mind of humble, lowly self-sacrifice. I am think-
ing now distinctly of my fellow missionaries, saying with
them, how we need this humble self-sacrificing mind of
Christ! Have we not keenly felt the suggestions brought
to us by our Latin-American brothers and reinforced by
some of our own number, that we are not to assume su-
periority? Where shall we find a creed for sacrificial
devotion? Where shall we find this humility? Where
shall we find this positive outpouring of .selfhood? “Ye
shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come
upon you.”

Then I read a very startling word of Jesus in the 14th
chapter of John, 12th verse; God help us that this same
spirit may make these words real to us: “Verily, verily
[ say unto you, he that believeth on me, the works that
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I do shall he do also and greater than these shall he do,
because I go unto my Father.” And in another verse,
“Thus saith the Holy Ghost.” How profoundly we were
moved when Brother Pond of Venezuela told us of long
years of toil and of the seeming scantiness of results!
How it impressed us when Brother Ewing declared that
one could count on the fingers of his two hands the out-
standing men of the evangelical faith in any one of those
great republics! When we recall the fact that probably,
counting with the ulmost generosity, less than one-half
of the many nullions of people scattered throughout this
Latin world are thinking in any degree the thoughts of
Jesus as they were recorded in the Bible, or are compre-
hending the life and light through his pathway! With
what real dismay that lady from Chile said: “If Chile
is the best of Latin America, what about the rest?"

Now I stand here to inquire: Must this go on? Shah
not the power of God break through? But even He
must do it through some spirit-filled heart. It has pleased
Him to confine Hunself to that agency; “Ye shall be
witnesses.” Even God has no other way of witnessing
excepting through the power of the Holy Ghost playing
on the hearts of men. “Ye shall receive power.” Is
there a man or woman who does not long for the ful-
filment of that promise? I close the suggestions of the
morning by saying that the greatest word in religion is
“Receive ye, receive ye.” I sometimes wonder with all
this absorption in our work, with all these strivings of
our day, whether we may not be in danger of losing sight
of that deeper fight, that larger factor in the whole mat-
ter, the power that is imbued through this means. And
I call you this morning to that simiplest and yet most
difficult word, the simplest to the child-hearted, the sim-
plest to the humble, most difficult to those who are at
all touched with the thought that the wisdom of this
world is somehow the greatest wisdom in which to ac-
complish things, T call you to the simplest and yet most
difficult of all the messages of the New Testainent, “Re-
ceive yve the Holy Spirit.”
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No theme could be more appropriate to the conditions
which bring us together than the one on which I wish to
speak briefly, for it puts our gathering in its true per-
spective, as the last wave of a great forward historic
movement which has been gathering momentum through
the centuries. Coming as many of us do from countries
which pride themselves upon the antiquity of their re-
ligion, it is fitting that we, too, should remind ourseives
of our spiritual ancestry. ;We, too, look back®across the
generations and feel ourselves encompassed by a great
cloud of witnesses. Conscious as we are of our own
shortcomings, imperfectly as we have realized our great
ideals, we yet stand in the apostolic succession of faith
and hope and love. And there is no sincere spirit of
whatever name or race or clime, who has looked up in
humble trust into the face of his Lord, or who has thrilled
with the joy of sacrificial service, whom we may not claim
as comrade and teacher in our quest for God.

What lessons, then, could these predecessors of ours
teach us which will be helpful to us in our present task?
Of the many that crowd upon us let me mention three.
First, that there is no barrier, however ancient and
formidable, that can permanently separate those whom
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Christ has made one. Secondly, that the way God has
appointed for the surmounting of barriers is the sharing
of experienge. Thirdly, that the experience which God
would have us share is the enlargement and enrichment
of life which follows the surrender of the will to the
mastery of Jesus Christ.

The first lesson that comes to us from these early
Christians is this, that there is no barrier, however aneient
or formidable, that can permanently separate those whom
Christ has made one. How many barriers there are
which do separate us today, barriers of language, barriers
of race, barriers of history, barriers of social custom and
prejudice! We have heen hearing about them during this
Congress. We have heard of the difficulty with which
the Anglo-Saxon finds his way to the heart of the-Latin.
We have heard of the need of a native ministry that ean
preach to each people the word of God in its own tongue.
No one can deny that the need is real and that the diffi-
culty is great, and yet we need to remind ourselves that
this difficulty is not insuperable. God has made us for one
another, and the man who has found in Jesus Christ the
revelation of his own best self will, in time, find his way
to the heart of the brother for whom, like himself, Christ
is God. ’

What proof can we ask greater than is given by this
Bible of ours, not merely by its teaching, but by the very
faet of its existence? Are we told that we cannot speak
to one another? We are doing it every time we read our
Bible. Here is a book that was writtefl centuries ago in
languages that few of us can now understand, by men of
other races and ancestry, living under conditions so dif-
ferent from ours that it would seem hopeless for our
spirits to meet. It is a book that needs to be trans-
lated not simply into the vernacular of our speech, but,
what is far more difficult, into the vernacular of our
thought; and yet it is a book so simple, so direet, so
satisfying, and so well fitted to the needs of every indi-
vidual soul, that a child can understand its message, al-
though no scholar can exhaust its meaning. As our
thoughts turn baek to the centuries when this book was
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written, we see that Saint Paul faced every one of the
obstacles which confront us to-day. Race prejudice, re-
ligious bigotry, social estracism—he met them all. And
yet there was not one that could not be transcended by a
Christ-filled life. What an encouragement this is to us
who now face these same obstacles, We are not preach-
ing a local or.a provincial or a national gospel; but a
gospel that is universal, international and, in its great
principle, unchanging. It is the message that comes from
the heart of our common Father to man, His child.

But we learn from our predecessors not simply that
it is possible to overcome harriers, but also how this is to
be done. It is by the sharing of experience. If you want
to bring a truth home with power to the hearts of men,
you must translate it into life. Saint Paul was a theolo-
gian, and he knew how to expound and interpret the
truth of God with all the resources of the learning of his
day, when it was an appropriate time to do so. But
when he was ‘to preach at Corinth, that great city of the
Greeks, he put all of his learming behind him, and he
determined to know nothing but Jesus Christ and Him
crucified. He knew that what converts men is not logic,
but life, and so he preached to those cultured, sophisti-
cated, skeptical Corinthians in the spirit of the blind man
whom Christ had healed, who knew but this one thing,
that whereas he had been blind, now he saw. Paul, too,
had had experience of the redemptive work of Jesus
Christ, and that experience constituted his gospel. He
had been a slave of the law, seeking salvation through
the rightecousness of his own works, and Christ had made
him free. He had been weak through the flesh, swept by
passion, shaken by doubt. Christ had made him strong.
He had been narrow and self-centered, trying to crowd
great powers into little tasks, and Christ had led him
out into the larger life, inviting him to share with him
His great work of universal love. His experience was
a thing which every man could understand, because it
went down below that which was devisive in man to that
which gives newness of aspiration and desire, to that
which makes us all one,
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We, too, must face a skepticism which finds our
preaching foolishness and a religion of external authority
which tries to find some substitute for the living Spirit
which God desires to impart, We know that this is a
travesty of religion.

We know that it is possible for a man here and now to
live at his best if only he will take Christ for his Mas-
ter. We believe it is God’s will to impart His good gifts
to every child of man. How shall we bring this convic-
tion home to those whom we would win—how else than
by first realizing it in our own lives, so that those who
see us may take knowledge of us that we have been with
Jesus, and through the witness of our own transformed
lives be led to that Christ to whom we owe all we are and
all we shall become. In this we are bhut following the
example of God Himself. What is the incarnation but
God teaching by experience, God entering into human
life that He may speak to men through human Iips all
those great realities of love and joy and peace that con-
stitute His own divine life, and that He wishes to share
with us? ‘

'We learn then from those eatly Christians not simply
that we may share experience, but also what is the nature
of this experience which we are to share. It is the trans-
formation and the entargement of life which follows the
surrender of the will to the Master Jesus Christ. An
American author, who knows France well, returning
after a visit during this war, expressed surprise at the
new quality which seemed to -dignify the personal ap-
pearance of the French people. It was something quite
independent of the outward lines of the face, a certain
dignity and beauty of expression, the cause of which at
first was difficult to understarid; but a brief experience
soon revealed the secret. It was the inevitable enhance-
ment of personal dignity which comes through the con-
sciousness of serving a common cause. The peoplé of
France have been lifted above themselves to a higher
loyalty and have been ennobled thereby. It seems to me
that one can find no more apt description of an outstand-
ing quality of those early Christians than this; they were
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men who had been lifted above themselves to a higher
loyalty, and who had heen ennobled thereby.

And we are told, too, what is the source of the new
power and the new nobility. It is contact with a larger
life. It is the life of Jesus Christ who, through love, has
driven out the power of selfishness and released the hid-
den energies that God has provided for His larger and
better service. Is there any message that we could bring
that would be more timely than this, the message of a
religion that releases and sets free energies that have here-
tofore been confined? We have been hearing during this
Congress of the hopefulness of these young nations.
There is in them a sense of unbounded possibilities. They
have the forward look. No religion that is simply a re-
ligion of prohibition and of restriction can satisfy men
who feel within themselves the surging of such a spirit.

When we listened to that wonderful address by Bishop
McConnell, 1in which he spoke of the new sense of power
which modern science has brought to men, we felt that
there is now nothing impossible. Those great tasks of
the ages that hitherto have seemed beyond our power,
the task of overcoming disease, the task of putting an end
to poverty, appeared no longer insuperable. And yet, we
must confess that when we consider that which has
hitherto been accomplished by our new resources our
hearts fail. How incommensurate is that which we have
done with that which we might have done! Some years
ago Mr. Homer Folks, president of the National Con-
ference of Charities in the United States, expressed the
disappointment which had come to the leaders of the
social movement, because they had seen so inadequate
an outcome of their plans. He believed that the cause
lay in this one fact, @ lack of adequate motive. Tt is not
knowledge or power that we lack, but it is the relation of
our power to a higher loyalty which will command its use
for the noblest ends.

Last night we followed Dr. Mott with the dcepest sym-
pathy as he brought before us the great tragedy that is
being enacted across the sea, but of all the parts of that
most moving address, surely there was none that moved
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us more than the revelation of the loyalty, the courage,
the heroism and the sacrifice which is being called forth
by this war. Why is it that we had to wait until this
crisis came before that courage was revealed? Is it be-
cause we who are ministers of Jesus Christ have not yet
been abte to make men see in Him a leader able to com-
mand their highest loyalty, and to deserve their utmost
devotion? We are dealing, every one of us, with men
and women in whose breasts there lie locked to-day,
resources of heroism and sacrifice as splendid as any that
are now being shown on the fields across the sea, if only
God will give us grace so to interpret our Master that
we may command them for His service in the cause of
causes,

These, then, are the three lessons that come to us from
our predecessors in the past: First, that there is no
barrier that can separate those whom Christ has made
one; secondly, that God’s method for the overcoming of
barners 1s the sharing of experience; thxrdly, that the
experience which God would have us share is the en-
largement and the enrichment of life which follows the
surrender of the will to the mastery of Jesus Christ.

Will you-bear with me if I add one more word? We
have spoken of the discouragement arising from the in-
adequate results achieved by some recent efforts toward
social betterment; but in a broader survey we find our
faith strengthened by the contemptlation of that which has
already been accomplished. We have heen feeling, T am
sure, every one of us, the inspiration of this gathering.
Our hearts have been warmed by contact with those who.
unknown to us before, have been working for the same
ends. We realize that what we are trying to accomptlish
is only a part of the great task on which many laborers
are engaged. We feel the remarkable reinforcement to
faith which comes from comradeship in service. How
much more this is true when we let our thoughts slip
back over the days that have passed and remember the
conquests of those who have gone before! If it has ever
scemed to us to-dav that our resources were inconunen-
surate with our work, how much greater must the con-
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trast have seemed to them, to that little company who
gathered in the upper room before Pentecost to face the
task of winning the world for Christ? The Master him-
self in that hour of His loneliness, when His disciples for-
sook Him and fled, must have felt this, Yet how won-
derfully these centuries have confirmed their faith!
From what a vantage ground we may now look forward
to our future! We are no longer the apostles of an un-
proved religion; but of one that has been verified over
and over again in thousands of lives.

We have been carried through the Panama Canal, and
we have been thinking, many of us, of those early days
when the French engineers first began their work, and
we have been wondering at the faith which made them
believe that the task was possible. But we do not fully
learn the lesson of their faith, -until we realize that to the
resources that were then at their command the task was
impossible. And yet the task has been done. It is be-
cause God had in His keeping new weapons which they
could not command, but which those were to use who
came after. And so it is in our task of spiritual recon-
struction. We are not shut up to the resources which we
now possess, but God has other workers and other pow-
ers in store. For we are not serving a dead but a living
Christ, a Christ to whom all things are possible, a Christ
who has faced in His own experience suffering and sin
and yet has overcome them, theé Christ who is limited in
His power only by men’s willingness to be used, only by
the completeness of the surrender of our will to His ser-
vice.
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I am certain that this theme was very close to the
heart of Christ. He was face to face with a class that
prided itself on being the most religious class of the
most religious people in the world, and yet he was com-
pelled to believe that there was in them an utter ab-
sence of all that he believed was truly religious. There
is nothing strange, therefore, about the fact that in the
first verse of the twelfth chapter of Luke we find him, as
I think it 1s correctly rendered in thte margin, saying unto
his disciples, “First of all, beware ye of the leaven of
the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy, falseness,” and then he
proceeds to pack into that small paragraph the motives
against falseness of life. It had evidently burned itself
into the soul of Jesus, that it was possible for men to
have started where the Pharisees started, in a truly genu-
ine movement of a sort of Puritanism, and come to the
place where reality had gone out of them, and where
they were no longer representing in any true sense in
their religious practices either love to God or love to
man. He knew that everything was absolutely at stake
with his work just at this point, and that if that leaven
of the Pharisees got into his disciples, his work was ut-
terly fruitless. So we find him saying elsewhere: “Ye
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are the salt of the carth, hut if the salt have lost its
saltness, wherewith shall it be salted?”’ That was his
method, the contagion of the good life. But the life
must be sound; the salt must not have lost its saltness;
the light must not have gone out; the seed must not be a
dead seed. Every bit of vitality in his kingdom depends
upon this utter reality on the part of those who are to be
the good seed of the kingdom. Jesus knew that un-
reality was a root peril, and against that he meant in
every conceivable way to guard his disciples.

There are two elements, I suppose, that condition the
reality of anything for you. In the first place, if the
thing is to be real to you, you must be able to link it up
with the rest of the experience of the life you live. That
is, it must be like enough to the rest of the experience
of life, to enable you to believe that it belongs to the
same world, In the second place, it must be different
enough, to seem to have some real contribution to make
to life. Now these two emphases represent two differ-
ent temperaments. Some are inclined to emphasize the
likeness of religion to the rest of life, and some are in-
clined to emphasize the unique contribution of religion
to life. But in fact neither can be spared. Both tem-
peraments are necded; both elements are required for
reality. We must be able to believe religion is like the
realest things in our daily life, but we must be equally
certain and able to see that absolutely nothing can take
the place of religion, however glorious the other gifts of
God.

On the side of likeness, there are three emphases which
appeal to our time and must appeal to-the Latin Ameri-
cans, too.

There is a scientific parallel upon which 1 will not
speak further this morning. There is the parallel of
aesthetic values, and the parallel of personal relations.
Of the second, I may not pause to speak, except simply
to say that I am persuaded that the way into all the
great values of life is essentially the same way. You can
sum it all up in a single sentence, the great law of life:
Stay persistently in the presence of the best in the sphere
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in which you seck achievement, with honest responsc.
The rest will largely take care of itself.

But this morning I want to dwell on the third analogy,
the analogy of personal relations, the thought of religion
as a personal relation to men and to God. For through
this analogy there comes to us, I betieve, the surest sense
both of the essential way in which religion is knit up with
all the rest of our life, and of religion’s indispensable
and irreplaceable contribution to life. In this concep-
tion of religion as a personal relation, I am trying to
share with you a point of view which has been worth
more to me perhaps than any other single idea, both in
my thinking and in my living. I believe that the central
and fundamental thought of Jesus is involved in His
great conception of God as Father,—as endless, self-giv-
ing love. All else in His teaching can be derived from
that. Tt is in harmony with that dominating thought of
God that He elevates to supreme place the command:
“Thou shatt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart and
with all thy soul and with all thy mind and with alf thy
strength, and thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.”
Jesus had just one name for God, Father : just one con-
ception of Ged. infinite love forever and forever pouring
itself out into the life of His children. He had one con-
ception of life, to learn to love. He had one conception
of heaven, a life in which love was utterly dominant. T
do not know how one can keep closer to the heart and
spirit of Jesus than to make sure that right here is the
secret of life; that religion is just such a personal rela
tion of love to God and love to men. For if God is a
person and we are persons, then the very essence of our
life here is a deepening personal relation with God and
with men. All our highest aspirations may then be
summed up in this desire for a deepening friendship with
God and with nen.

If this be true, we need not feel around in the dark for
the conditions of a deepening spiritual life; they are the
conditions for deepening any true friendship. We can
know, therefore, what the conditions are, for they are
essentially the same conditions, whether in relation to
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God or in relation to men. The relation to God will re-
quire essentially the same basis that every true friend-
ship requires. And it will deepen upon the same con-
ditions. Let us see how completely this law holds.

In the first place, beneath every true friendship, hu-
man or divine, there must lie the same three-fold foun-
dation: mutual self-revelation and answering trust, mu-
tual self-surrender, and some deep community of inter-
ests.

First of all, at the base of every friendship worthy
of the name, human or divine, there must be laid mutual
self-revelation and answering trust. There never was a
true friendship that did not have that basis. All deepen-
ing of personal relations involves such increasing revela-
tion and answering trust. And the friendship requires a
double trust. If the friendship is worth talking about,
there must be faith in the character of each other and
faith in the love of each other. And this double faith
implies continuing mutual self-revelation. It is a trust
rationally based upon such revelation. So, too, God does
not ask us to trust him without the revealing of his very
heart in Christ. ~ It is not a trust without self-revelation
which he asks from us, but a trust upon revelation. Are
we resting in the comfort of that assured revealing? It
is no wonder, then, that Christianity is preeminently a
~ religion of faith. It could not be otherwise, for it has to
do with the supreme revelation of the supreme personal-
ity. The terms “revelation” and “trust,” therefore, are
not peculiar to religion at all, though we often so think.
And the trust is a mutual trust, it should be remembered,
even in relation to God. God does not merely ask us
to trust him, he trusts us. More wonderful even than
Christ’s faith in God is his matchless faith in men. The
most priceless interests of this kingdom of His, the things
dearest to His heart, God commits in trust to us. He
trusts us.

In the second place, at the base of any friendship worth
talking about, there must be mutual self-surrender. Per-
haps the best definition we have of love is the giving of
the self, not things or a certain kind of treatment. If in
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any personal relation we suspect that our friend 1s giv-
ing himself less and less, and lest we should guess it, is
even more puuctilious in the bestowal -of things and in
his outward treatment of us, we are utterly dissatisfied.
FFor what we seek in friendship is not things or a cer-
tain kind of treatment, but our friend’s self. There is
no substitute for this giving of self, And the depth of
the friendship depends on the completeness with which
the self is given, the significance of the friendship upon
the richness of the self given. I owe to my closest
friends not only that I should give myself as completely
as possible in the friendship, but that I should bring to
themi also a growing and enriching self: I have no nght
to bring back to my friend—1I have no right to bring back
to my God—this year a self no larger, no finer, no richer
than last year. I owe in all personal relations the grow-
ing self. The demand for a surrender of ourselves is
thus no demand peculiar to God, and 1o demand arbi-
trary in God. Religion’s call for complete self-surrender,
for absolute consecration, is of the same kind precisely
as that we make in the closest friendships. The selfish
man simply cannot get the best out of friendship. If he
is not willing to pay the cost of friendship and glory in
the cost, it is impossible that the relation should give him
its richest reward. It is strange, when one stops to
think about it, that this demand for complete self-giving,
the necessity of which we recognize so fully in our human
relations, should seem to us so cold and chilling in our-
relation to God. And the demand for complete seli-
surrender to God is no arbitrary demand either. Be-
cause it is only as we give ourselves completely to Him
that He can give himself in the measure that He would
to us,

There are -two opposing instincts-in men, neither of
which can be satisfied apart from relation to God. One,
the instinct for absolute devotion, the other the insatiable
thirst for love. It is the inevitable solitariness of the
human soul that must drive us all ultimately back to God.
What a merest fraction of our inner life even those that
stand closest to us ever know or can know! One comes
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v teige 12 IRY
finally to say, therefore, not with the old sense of dread,
but with a new feeling of great thanksgiving, “Oh, Lord,
thou hast searched me and known me.” And just as any
great friendship is not a lessening of life, but a great en-
largement of it, so this absolute surrender which a man
makes of himself to God, is no “weakening denial of
self,” as one has said, but a “strengthening affirmation
of self.” :

But mutual self-revelation and answering trust and
mutual self-surrender both point forward to a third ele-
ment in the basis of every true friendship, to some deep
community of interests. It is not necessary that my
friend should agree with me in all my whims or fancies
or hobbies or even in my occupations. Perhaps in some
respects it is even better that he should have others. But
it is essential, in any completely satisfactory friendship,
that there should be agreement as to the great abiding
aims and purposes and ideals. When Paul wrote to the
Corinthians that they were not to be unequally yoked
together with unbelievers, he did not think of himself as
cutting them off from some great privilege, but as rather
virtually saying to them: °I would save you if I might
from the most tragic sorrow that can come into the life of
a man—finding himself knit up in the closest conceivable
relations with another life from which he must neverthe-
less be shut off in his own highest moments.” We can-
not be satisfied in a friendship in which the supreme
goals are not the same. It _is curious that it was a
daughter-in-law that gave to a mother-in-law what has
seemed through the centuries an ideal expression of this
necessity for a deep community of interests: “Whither
thou geest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will
lodge ; thy people shall be my people, and thy God my
God: where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be
buried : the Lord do so to me, and more also, if aught
but death part thee and me.” Something like that there
must be in all the highest friendships. T must be able
to lack into the eyes of my friend and say, “The interests,
dear friend, that are supreme for thee shall be supreme
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that was to characterize His disciples: “Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done,” He was asking the disciples
once more to look up into the face of the Father and
say, the interests, O God, which are supreme for Thee
shall be supreme for me.

Upon this three-fold basis of mutual self-revelation
and answering trust, mutual self-surrender and some
deep community of interests, every true friendship,
whether with men or with God, must proceed to build.
And our experiences in human relations suggest the plain
conditions upon which the friendship with God too may
deepen.

In the first place, any high friendship, it is well to
remember, is much more an unconscious growth than it
is a work of conscious arrangement. One cannot make a
great friendship to order. The growth of friendship
is a life process; and as in the growth of a plant, so
in the growth of the human soul, the fundamental
thing i1s the steadfast fulfiliment of the comnditions of
growth,

In the second place, we are not to erpect continuous
emotion. There are great differences here, no doubt,
with different dispositions. But the seeking of a con-
tinuous emotional experience as such is quite sure to
make abnormal either the human or the divine friendship.
No acquaintance will stand constant introspection. Here,
too, our main business is to fulfil the conditions upon
which a trite love may grow, and count confidently upon
the results. Flealthful emotion in any personal relation
comes incidentally. It should not be sought as an end
in itself.

In the third place, the main factor in deepening ac-
quaintance is association. Acquaintance is not the prod-
uct of certain rules, but rather the unconscious .result of
much association. The law is a very plain one: we be-
come like those with whom we constantly are, to whom
we look in admiration and love, and who give them-
selves unstintedly to us, There is no cheaper way than
this into the riches of a great friendship, whether with
men or with God. We are to abide in Christ. We are
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to stay persistently face to face with God’s great self-
revelation in Christ, until we reflect even unconsciously
the divine image.

In the next place, association means -practically, of
course, the giving of time. No acquaintance can become
deep without time being given. We have grown away
from the friends of our early life, because we have given
no time to keep the friendships knit up. We require the
continually recurring associations of the home life to
make the family relationships what they ought to be. It
is simply good sense for two men who have formed a
great friendship, and wish it to continue, to cherish it by
insuring some regular times and places of meeting, that
they may keep their friendship knit up through continued
association. Just here lies the special significance, in
the religious life, of daily time for Bible study* and for
prayer. They are to give God opportunity with us; they
are to insure that steadiness of association with him that
is essential to any deepening of the divine friendship.
We may well remember also the significance of the occa-
sional longer times of association. You may have known
what it means to have been shut up for several days
perhaps in close association with a friend whom you had
before known rather casually, and you have realized how
much the friendship deepened under this more constant
association, even though it continued through no long
period. So, too, in our relation to God, the occasional
longer time given to putting ourselves really and con-
cretely in the presence of the life of Christ in the Word,
may do great things in deepening our life with God.

All friendship requires, too, if it is to grow in signifi-
cance, in accordance with fundamental psychological
principles. that it should be expressed. The psychologi-
cal law is a-very simple one: That which is not expressed
dies. And friendship needs expression in many ways, for
in all our personal relations dumbness of various kinds
is likely to grow upon us, especially in the case of North-
ern peoples.

Any friendship needs, at times at least, expression in
word. Tt is said nf Nathaniel Bowditch, the great
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mathematician and navigator, that he made it a rule of
his life never to allow his wife to come into his presence
without expressing his pleasure in her being there. And,
as some one has remarked, “That was a very good rule
of navigation.” And in our relation to Christ, we are
not to underestimate the value of simple witness. Have
we made it clear to any one, just how much Christ really
means to us, how surely the very roots of our life are in
him?

And a growing friendship requires the expression of
seeking to please in little things., Perhaps the best test
of a ‘true love is to be found just here. We allow
little differences to grow up that end in spoiling great
friendships. We dwell on little annoyances and permit to
ourselves.a spirit that complains about trifles. And it is
in just these ways perhaps that we may most surely spoil
and embitter both the relation to men and the relation
to God. '

Friendship requires the expression also of gratitude.
Gratitude expressed has rare power to bring men to-
gether, and to bring men near to God. I think there are
few things that so draw the souls of men to each other
as the expression of gratitude. It means very much to
you, when your friend puts his arm through yours to say,
“T just wanted to tell you how much it has meant to mle
through the years that you have stood side by side with
nie in this life and work.” I wonder if children are ful-
filling the duty which they here owe to parents, or par-
ents to children? I suspect that there are very few harder
moral struggles made than those that are sometimes made
by little children; and there is nothing in God's world
better worth recognizing than success on the part of a
child in such a struggle. Have we made it clear to our
children how much we prize their fidelity, their thought-
fulness, their love? And in like manner it behooves one
not infrequently, with careful thoughtfulness, to count up
before God his abounding mercies, and to find oneself
drawn into that closeness of relation to God that can
hardly otherwise so come.

And love is to be expressed, too, by sharing burdens.
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To refuse to let your friend into your inmer struggle and
burden means often simply keeping him out of the deep-
est part of your life, treating him like a child. 1 am
sure we often make serious mistakes here in the closest
home relations. In our desire to spare anxiety to those
we love, we really succeed only in shutting them out
from our realest life. Christ did not treat us in that way.
“Ye are tltey which have continued with me in my temp-
tations,” he says. We are to share in his cup and in
his baptism. It is a part of the glory and honor that
Christ conferred upon his followers.

And this means, finally, that lové must express itself
by sacrifice. For love that has cost us nothing is not
likely to mean much in the beginning, nor to grow to
much in the end. As Matheson said: ‘“If Thou art love,
then Thy best gift must be sacrifice. In that light let
me search Thy world.” In the end we know nothing so
precious in life as this sacrificial love. It is God's great-
est gift to us, it may be our greatest gift to other men
and to God.
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We are all familiar with the classic passage in the
“High Priestly prayer” in which our Lord expressed His
yearning that all who believed on Him should be one.
We have heard that emphasized again and again. Have
we ever thought that He did not utter this longing until
just on the eve of his sacrificial death? It was when
the full meaning for Himself of the redemption He was
working out loomed farge before Him that IHis heart
yearned for the assurance that all thesc for whom He
was laying down His life would be one.

In the parable of the Good Shepherd the matter is first
stated parabolicalty. “The good shepherd layeth down
his life for the sheep.” But then He becomes distinctly
personal and says: “I lay down my life for the shecp.”
And then He continues: “Other sheep I have which are
not of this fold; they also T must bring, and they shall
hear My voice, and they shall become one flock and one
shepherd.” Pleasc keep now before your mind this pas-
sage and in connection therewith the words of the prayer,
“that they may all be one, that the world may know
that thou didst send Me.”

237
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Possibly the interpretation to which I wish to call your
attention at this time may not be the one you are accus-
tomed to associate with these words. Far be it from me
to presume to limit the divine prevision of our Lord as
to what divisions might arise among His followers in
the days to come. But do you really imagine when our
Lord spoke these words about the one flock and about
His earnest desire that all His followers should be one
that He could have been thinking of Baptists and Metho-
dists and Presbyterians and Congregationalists, of
Romans, Anglicans and Protestants? Can He have been
thinking even of Lutheranism, or Calvinism, or Arminian-
ism? Were His thoughts revolving around “filioque,”
and anticipating the great division between the Latin
and Greek Churches? Do you believe, when He was
asking His Father, our Father, the greatest petition of
His life, that He was thinking of “faith and orders”?
There was no “faith” and no “orders” in those days.
There was but one faith, the one faith in Him who was
about to lay down His life for the sheep.

What are the only antitheses mentioned in the New
Testament 7 Jew and Gentile, bond and free, male and
female. The unity of all believers which Christ seemed
to have had in mind was that unity which would in mat-
ters of faith and relationship to God obliterate all dif-
ferences of social condition, of sex and of race—those
were the antagonisms of the New Testament days and of
the early centuries,

Christ brought this yearning of His heart into distinct
and direct relation with His sacrificial, vicarious and
atoning death. It seems to me that He could not imagine
—I speak of Him as a man, you understand—that any
one whom He had purchased at the price of His own life
could be at variance with any one else who had been
purchased at the same price, with any one who had had
the same experience. The immediate question was not of
faith and order, nor of polity and administration, nor of
diversities of gifts. The unity desired was too sacred,
too holy, to be dependent upon such things. The price
paid for it was stupendous, involving as it did the empty-
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ing of Himself of His very deity in order that Fle might
make this supreme sacrifice. And it would seem that no
one could grasp that and understand it, and yet be at
variance on those things which divide modern Christians.

Christ never lost sight of the fact that He was the
Savior of the world. Even in the very beginning of the
New Testament revelation, any one who came into close
enough touch with Him to catch a glimpse of His vision
saw the same thing. .John the Baptist, the first time he
officiaily met Him, said : “Behold the Lamb of God which
beareth, which taketh away the sin of the world.” When
the people of Samaria were no longer dependent upon
the testimony of the woman, having come face to face
with Ilim, and baving heard Him speak, they said:
“Now we know for ourselves that this i1s indeed thc
Savior of the world.” What was His vision of the unity
of all believers? He had something in mind far more
fundamentat than faith and order and polity and admin-
istration. Tt was the overcoming of the fundamental dif-
ferences of social status, class, sex and race, He voiced
this longing, as I have just said, only a few hours before
His offering up. Will you mark that in that same night
He gave us His last, His great, and His new command-
ments, all cubminating at that one supreme hour.

First of all, was His ‘last great commandment, ex-
pressing the ycarning of His heart: “This do in re-
membrance of Me.” It is part of the tragedy of the de-
vetopment of Christianity, that the one sacrament that
was intended by our Lord to bind us together has been
the source of the bitterest of theological controversies.
Doubtless even we ourselves, here assembled, differ in
the understanding of that sacred rite. But I do believe
there is one point on which we can all unite, “This do in
remembrance of Me.” (We do remember Christ when
we eat of this supper.)

Then comes the last great, new commandment. “A
new commandment I give unto vou that ye love one an-
other even as I also have loved you.” The Church has
recognized' the supreme importance of this command-
ment. It has named onc of its high days after this com-
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mandment, Maundy-Thursday. Maundy is an early
Anglo-Saxon corruption of the Latin mandatum {com-
mandment). That is where the name comes from. We
hear it said again and again that the great ethical teach-
ing of our Lord was love. “Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul and with
all thy mind and with ail thy strength; and thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself.” And yet we all know
when we stop to think, that that is not New Testament
ethics. It is Old Testament ethics. The one passage is
from Deuteronomy, the other from Leviticus. What our
Lord did was to expand the meaning of “neighbor” and
to define “love.” This is His definition, “that ye love one
another even as I have loved you, that men may know
that ye are my disciples.”” How did He love? “I lay
down my life for the sheep.” If we believe ourselves to
be redeemed at the price of the blood of the Son of God,
and love as He loved, can we be divided from bretivren
who were bought with the same price and who are sup-
posed to be loving as the Lord loved?

And the third, iast, great, new pétition was founded on
the basis of this whole theme, when He prayed “that
they may be one even as we are one, Thou in me and I
in Thee and we in them, that the world may know that
Thou didst send me”” 1 need not develop that further
now, hecause all our present thoughts grow out of that
text.

Then He made the great sacrifice, offering up His life
on the cross, and completing the work of redemption.
Then after His glorious resurrection He gave the fourth,
last great commandment, the Great Commission, “Go ye,
therefore, into all the world and preach the Gospel to
every creature, making disciples of all nations.” And do
you not see that it is the fulfilment of that last commis-
sion that is going to bring about the fulfilment of His
last great commandment and of His last great petition?
Is it not doing so already? Is it not true that the modern
apostles to the Gentiles are the ones who are making the
unity of all believers a reality? They are the pioneers in
learning to love the brother for whom Christ died, in
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such a way that distinctions of social condition, of intel-
lectual development, even of sex and of race are being
obliterated. Have we not heard again and again on the
floor of this Congress that the very first essential of all
missionary work is the casting aside of the assumption of
Anglo-Saxon superiority, of which we all become
ashamed, when we understand the real situation?

I love to illustrate this wonderful power by two let-
ters from one woman, called to work among the most de-
graded people, perhaps, to be found on the face of the
earth. It was in 189t that a young married couple went
out to minister unto the Papuans of North Queensland
in Australia. They landed in a spot where only a few
days before there had been a cannibal feast. These Pap-
uans had been hunted and shot down like rabbits, because
they were not considered to be real human beings. The
woman wrote her first letter home and said, “I cannot
stay here, It is too awful, too repulsive.” But she stayed,
and by and by her husband died, laying down his life
in a pestilential fever. The Board wrote to her and bade
her come home. And this tine she wrote, “I cannaot come
home, for I love these people.” The Lord’s words bore
their own fruit. He knew that He was providing for the
fulfilment of the yearning of His own heart, when He
gave us this commandment which must bring about the
fulfilment of His desire,

Christ’s conception of the unity of all believers involves
rising superior to national and racial feelings and work-
ing together in harmony because of His indwelling love.
Can this be done? May the Moravian Church furnish
some illustrations? It is an organic unity throughout the
world. Its mission Board is an international Board by
constitutional requirement, consisting of one Amierican,
one Englishman, one German, and two chosen from the
Church at large. Its office is in Herrnhut in Saxony in
Germany. Even now, in the midst of this world war,
those five men are seated around the green covered table
in the conference chamber and are working together in
harmony.

In Nicaragua, on the actual mission feld, there are
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working together in harmony for Christ's sake, in spite,
of sharp national sympathies widely divergent, German,
British and American missionaries, Likewise on the vari-
ous West Indian istands there are British, German and
American citizens working together as Moravian mis-
sionaries. On the borders of Tibet, among the Himala-
yan mountains, in so far as they have not been interned
there are Swiss, German and British engaged in the
same mission. In South Africa there are Scandinavian,
German and Dutch Moravians striving together in a
British tand to build up the Kingdom of Christ. In Lab-
rador, Germans and British are working together in the
Moravian Mission in ‘that bleak land. They have not
lost their national sympathies, but they are striving to
be one, because Christ has died for them and they are
. seéking to win others for whom Christ has likewise died.
In the home lands the feelings are exceedingly tense,
anid, as usual, it is the missionaries on the field who must
write home and plead for the preservation of the unity.

We speak of international marriages. 1 too can speak
of international marriages where the attraction was not a
ducal crown or a titlted name. I can name a man born
amid the ice-clad crags of imhospitable Labrador and a
woman born on the sun and wind-swept veldts of South
Africa umting in marriage to serve the Volhynian immi-
grant in northwestern Canada. Such are international
marriages within the Moravian Church. I could name a
German-born Moravian missionary who has married an
American wife, whose sons were being educated in Eng-
land and have now enlisted in the British army, and are,
perforce, fighting against the German army, in which are
the sons of other Moravian missionaries. Such is the
pathos of Moravian international marriages at the pres-
ent time.

Can the unity of believers be maintained under such
conditions? Only the event can prove it, but we hope
and pray that the love of Christ constraining and con-
trothng each individual wilt be sufficient unto the pres-
ervation of the Unity.

We now see the possible -scope of the prayer of our
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Lord that all may be one, how it may overcome differ-
ences not only of faith and order, polity and administra-
tion and diversities of gifts, but even those inscrutable,
deep, almost inexplicable feelings arising out of racial
divergences. Will the Christian world prove this true to-
day? Zinzendorf was often asked, and his followers
after him, “Why do you send your brethren only to the
Negroes, the Hottentots, the Kaffirs, and the Basantus
and to the Papuans?™ And the answer through all the
centuries has heen, “Because the joy of Him who yearned
to see the travail of his soul could not be complete if
there were not the Brown and the Red and the Black and
the Yellow brethren there.” Christ laid down no differ-
ent method of their being brought to know their Savior
than that used with other nations and races of the
world. Must we not believe that if all Christians,
including ourselves, could but catch a glimpse of the
vision of Christ and realize, each individual one of us,
that this salvation which we profess to have, has been
purchased by His blood,—that we could no longer defeat
the longings of the Savior’s heart? Must not all these
divisive forces yield and by and by all these diffierent
racial streams flow into loving brotherhood?
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-The recovery of the apastolic conception of God. Cer-
tainly no one of us would have ventured to suggest for
himself a theme of such vastness. Perhaps my safest
way is to keep rather close to the apostolic record in con-
sidering it, Some one has said that no two men pro-
nounce the monosyllable, which is our name for the
Deity, in exactly the same way. This may be an exag-
geration as far as pronouncing the word is concerned,
but it is literally true that no two human beings have the
same conception of God. It is utterly impossible that
the bush-Negro and the university professor should have
the same conception of God in circumference. Their
conceptions might have a common center.

We naturally, and I suppose rightly, think that the
apostolic conception of God included all the realities in
every previous conception of God. It was certainly built
on the Old Testament idea and must have contained
whatever is scientific and eternal in the early ethnic con-
ceptions of God—that is, it must have contained these
clements, if it was supreme and final. Our only perti-
nent and natural question, therefore, is not what were
the features held in common with other conceptions of
God, but what was the unique feature in the apostalic
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conception of God? In the cighth chapter of Romans,
14-17, we get as good a condensation of this conception
as in almost any other place: “For those who are led by
God’s spirit are all of them God’s sons.”” They have not
for the second time acquired the conseiousness of being
staves-—a consciousness which fills them with terror; but
they have acquired a deep inward conviction of having
been adopted as sons—a conviction which prompts them
to cry aloud, “Abba! our Father!” The Spirit Himself
bears witness, along with our own spirits, to the fact that
we are children of God: and if chilclren, then heirs too—
leirs of God and co-heirs with Christ; if indeed we are
sharers in Christ’s sufferings, in order that we may also
be sharers in His glory.”" Recollect the paean with
which this chapter ends and its final declaration that ne
“created thing will be able to separate us from the love
of God which rests upon us in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
This is the unique element in the apostolic conception of
God. If we turn from this great apostle, as we com-
monly name him, to the other great apostle, who was
the most intimate friend of Jesus, our mind inevitably
reverts to the first chapter of John's Gospel, summed up
in a way in the fourteenth verse: The eternal reason, the
Word, the underlying reality of things, “came in human
flesh and lived for a time in our midst, so that we saw
His glory—the glory as of the Father’s only Son, sent
from His presence,” God in Christ,

Allow me, because it is so much better than anything
we can say ourselves, to read again from the record of
apostolic thought as found in the seventeentli chapter of
Acts, There are doubtless many here who have stood on
Mars Hill and in spite of the loathsome sordidness of
some of the immediate suroundings, have been able with
the Greek Testament to read these words, recalling all
that is suggested concerning those Greeks and the sphere
of their intellectual life. “A few of the Epicurean and
Stoic philosophers also encountered him. Somie of them
asked, ‘What has this beggarly babbler to say? ‘His

! Weymouth's rendering is used in this and in the New Testa-
ment quotations immediately f{ollowing.
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business,’ said others, ‘seems to be to ery up some foreign
gods.’ This was because he had been telling the Good
News of Jesus and the Resurrection. Then they took him
and brought him up to the Areopagus, asking him, ‘May
we be told what this new teaching of yours is? For the
things you are saying sound strange to us. We should
therefore like to be told exaetly what they mean. (For
all the Athenians and their foreign visitors used to de-
vote their whole leisure to telling or hearing about some-
thing new.)’” You remember the story and most of
what he said. Qh, that we could catch the spirit and
. courtesy with which he spoke, more ¢cven than that mar-
velous Latin-American courtesy whieh we Anglo-Saxons
need to learn! “So Paul, taking his stand in the eenter
of the Areopagus, spoke as follows: ‘Men of Athens, I
perceive that you arc in every respect remarkably re-
ligious. TFor as I passed along and observed the thing
you worship, I found also an altar bearing the inscription,
*To an Unknown God. The Being, therefore, -whom
you, without knowing Him, revere, Him I now proclaim
to you. God who made the universe and everything in
it,—He, being Lord of Heaven and earth, does not dwell
‘in sanctuaries buift by men. Nor is He ministered to by
human hands, as though IHe needed anything—but Hé
Himself gives to all men life and breath and all things.
He caused to spring from one forefather people of every
race, for them to live on the whole surface of the earth,
and marked out for them an appointed span of life and
the boundaries of their homes; that they might seek God,
if perhaps they could grope for Him and find Him. Yes,
though He is not far from any one of us. For it is in
ciosest union with Him that we live and move and have
our being; as in fact some of the poets in repute among
yourselves have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.””
Here is the unique apostolic conception of God, that
we are Iis offspring. Paul found a glimmering of it
cven in the Athenian conception of God, but in the apos-
tolic conception it is the dominant idea. We need not read
many single passages, for the whole New Testament is
simply a great range of mountain peaks uplifting this
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thought, Denver is a mile high, but the Rocky Moun-
tains spring far above Denver. The Old Testament was
a lofty plateau and had a lofty conception of God, but
the New Testament carries cven higher the conception of
what God 15 to all men, in the fact that God is a man.
There is an ambassador of the United States at one of
the courts of Europe, who is also a preacher. Some
years ago he wrote a book, one chapter of which had this
title, striking and suggestive, “The Human Life of God.”
The Gad-man.is the apostolic conception of Gad.

This apostolic conception of God must mean at least
two things. One is this, that God and man are of the
same species. The Greeks attempted many combinations
in one being; but they were all monstrous. The horse,
that companion of man that has given him one of his
great uplifts to a higher range of life, so that we say of a
man who has reached that altitude, that he is a caballero,
is a truly noble animal; but the centaur, that Greek mon-
ster, ig possible only in the imagination of man. Man
and horse are so far apart that it is utterly inconceivable
that one being should be both. But Jesus of Nazareth is
both God and man, not God in some aspects of His life
and man in some aspects of His life, but one personality,
so completely one that you can never tcll whether it is
man or the Infinite God. That is possible only where the
beings are the same genus and of the same species; one
kind. In the original meaning of the words, a king was
the great kinsman, the kin. He and his people were of
one tribe, one kind. The kingdom of God is an fmperial
democracy., We are the kindred of the King of beings.
God in Christ is so intimately, inherently our kinsman, as
to be one with us even in suffering because of our sins.
The at-one-ment is complete.

Another implication i the apostolic conception of God
is this: that the unity of God and man is a vital unity, a
central, organic, essential unity, and not a formal, out-
ward, mechanical unity. The unity is so close and inti-
mate a unity in the apostalic conception, that most of us
have not as yet fully taken it to heart and made it a part
of our every-day thinking. The Master puts it this way,
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“Just as thou didst send me into the world, I also have
sent them; and on their behalf, I consecrate myself, in
order that they may become perfectly consecrated in
truth. Nor is it for them alone that T make request. It
is also for those who trust in me through their teaching;
that they may all be one, even as Thou art in me, O
Father, and I am in Thee; that they also may be in us;
that the world may believe that Thou didst send me.”
This was no chance statement. Jesus repeated. it that we
might be sure to grasp it,~—‘“That the world may believe
that thou didst send me. And the glory which Thou hast
given me [ have given them, that they may be one, just
as we are one: I in them and Thou in me; that they may
stand perfected in one; that the world may come to un-
derstand that Thou didst send me and hast loved them
with the same love as that with which Thou hast loved
me.” You and I, one with each other, that is a very
simple thing; but you and I one with God as Jesus was
one with God! This is what He says to us. Of course,
we cannot fathom it, but we do well to think about it and
feed our puny spirits upon that strong meat.

The unity to which Jesus referred was no formal, out-
ward unity. Think of Jesus of Nazareth, perhaps six feet
high, and then of the infinite spaces. When the Incas
were studying the stars before Cotumbus was born, the
starlight that just reached us last evening had already
started on its inconceivably swift journey, and the visible
constellations are but the beginning of the outreach of
God. The outward disparity between the man of Naz-
areth and the Infinite God is beyond all description. Their
unity was far deeper than that of space and form. We
live in a mechanical era when the tendency is to think of
everything in mechanical terms. Our boast is of the
mechanisms of the age. On mechanisms we have come
to depend for both the necessities and the superfluities of
life. The mental atmosphere of this is so pervasive that
it is difficult for most of us to keep it out of our ideals of
religious relationships. We crave mechanicat articulation,
though long centuries proved that to be futile and even
fatal in religion. Some of you may ha|ve read the tract
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of Bergson’s recently concerning the significance of the
war, in which he calls attention to the proportions to
which men have grown. In the last fifty years men have
grown remarkably in physical size. During that time man
has increased his mechanical range more than during the
whole previous history of the race. Not many genera-
tions ago a man could throw a stone but a few feet, now
he can hurl a heavy ball twenty-four miles. Bergson
then goes on to say that the spirits of men have not grown
as their bodies have grown. This is his explanation of
the cause of the war, The supreme “‘moral and religious
challenge of our time,” as we have been well taught by
President King in his volume under that title, is to per-
ceive that “the guiding principle in human development
is reverence for personality.”

Our great danger is that we may conceive unity iu
mechanical terms instead of in terms of personality, in
terms of the spirit. Pan-Americanism is a favored idea,
yet it does not mean that all of these twenty-one repub-
lics shall become one in outward organism, but only that
they shall become one in inward spirit and purpose. The
ideal is cooperation, not consolidation. That is the unity
that we are to seek in church as well as in state, That
unity is not on the circumference in any outward formu-
laries either mental or ecclesiastical, but unity at the very
center, identity at the pivotal point. Tt is unity hetween
us and God, and therefore inevitably between us and one
another.

A few years ago I was in a Latin-American country
and was introduced to a Roman Catholic bishop there.
who had heen, by the way, sent down from the United
States. The distinguished layman who introduced me to
him is here in Panama to-day. The bishop, knowing that
I was a Baptist missionary, 2 man at the other extreme
from Romanism, said to me, “You are welcome. This
country has never been Christianized. For four hundred
years Spain sent priests to this country who were not
wanted in Spain. Such men, of course, could never
Christianize any country, and this country has never been
Christianized. We have the task to do all at once, which
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is more than any one group of us can do. There is work
enough for us all. I am glad you are here.” He went
further and said, “Your work here is helping us to do
cur work better.” '

Let us imagine a Quaker meeting-house on one side of
the street. It is a plain, bleak structure. All the people
are dressed alike. They sit there for an hour; there is
not a word or sign. All sit in perfect silence. Across
the street is a great cathedral with the bishop celebrating
high mass, with a splendid organ and large choir with
censers and acolytes and brilliant garments and alt that.
Imagine the bishop and his parishioners coming out of
the cathedral, just as people are coming out of the Quaker
meeting-house. Right there, in the middle of the street,
being acquainted, they shake hands and one says to the
other, “Brother, I understand that we have in our town
an open sewer here and there; a thing of that sort may
not be permitted without deadly results. I wonder if we
could not get the sewer underground and in’that way
get .rid of this deadly influence.” And then they find a
hundred more services of humanity in which they can
get together and steadily work together. Now, these two
men are one as Christ and God are one. In this unity,
which is the only unity that is practicable or desirable,
we can all be absolutely one. Qur great need is to con-
ceive of unity in terms of the spirit, rather than in terms
of mechanism.

Two other reflections are more important even than
these. One is as to the inevitable condition of our being
one with God in Jesus Christ. I need not dwell upon it,
because we are all so keenly aware of it when we stop to
think. *‘Blessed are the pure in lieart, for they shall sec
God.” The trouble with me is to keep a clean heart, so
that God can move through it and be at home in it. Some-
times, however, with the people whom I love most, for
whom I would do anything if need be, T get out of gear.
God is not speaking to me then, as e wishes ahways to
speak in every one of us. I see a man who, as it seems
to me, is letting go of the great verities, and it is hard
to be patient with him, although he is perfectly sincere
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and honest. Then, in the other direction, I see men so
careful, so narrow, that there is no chance for extension
whatever, and it is hard to be patient with them. Obh,
that we mighi become so humble in our own conception
of ourselves and our fancies and our speculations and
hold them so lightly that we can be gencrous in our treat-
ment of others! It is the man who is filled with a cer-
tain scepticism, who lacks faith in his convictions, who is
timid and fussy about the views of others who differ from
him, If we are calm and strong in our convictions, we
can give way for much liberty in the expression of the
different views of other people. Oh, for clean hearts
and simple, childlike spirits |

The other reflection that we may well state and bear
in mind is this, that God expects us to be reincarnations
of the spirit of Christ. Qur faith in God is a matter of
course, perfectly normal and understandable, if we are
rational beings. But God’s faith in us is the miracle.
The incredible aspect of our faulty Christian lives is that
God believes in us, but He does. He took eleven men
with fragmentary knowledge about great eternal verities
and laid upon them the whole undertaking of the redemp-
tion of humanity for which the world had been waiting,
The eternal decrees had been issued, and yet the accom-
plishment of it all was left to them and to their success-
ors. Shall we disappoint God? No; He expects us to
be one with Christ and both to be one with Him. We
must expect of ourselves what God expects of us. The
difficulty is to keep aware of this presence of His. We
know that “Clgser is He than breathing and ncarer than
hands and feet.” We know that this breath which is go-
ing out and coming into our lungs, going out and coming
in now, is not as near to us al this minute as is the living
God. We know it. Oh, to be aware of it!

Angela Morgan has rare gift in linking common life
with cosmic personality. In her “Kinship,” the essential
element in recovery of the apostolic conception of God
has intimate, deep-reaching expressions, Let us iake
these words our own—
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“T am aware,
As I go commonly sweeping the stair,
Doing my part of the every-day care—
Human and simple my lot and my-share—
I am aware of a marvelous thing:
Voices that murmur and ethers that ring
In the far stellar spaces where cherubim sing.
I am aware of the passion that pours
Down the channels of fire through Infinity’s doors;
Forees terrific, with melody shod,
Music that mates with the puises of God.
I am aware of the glory that runs
From the core of myself to the core of the suns.
Bound to the stars by invisible chains,
Blaze of eternity now in my veins,
Seeing the rush of ethereal rains
Here in the midst of this every-day air—
I am aware,

“I am aware,
As I sit quietly here in my chair,
Sewing or reading or braiding my hair—
Human and simple my lot and my share—
I am aware of the systems that swing
Through the aisles of creation on heavenly wing,
1 am aware of a marvelous thing:
Trail of the comets in furious flight,
Thunders of beauty that shatter the night,
Terrible triumph of pageants that march
To the trumpets of time through Eternity's arch.
T am aware of the splendor that ties
All the things of the earth with the things of the skies,
Here in my bady the heavenly heat,
Here in my fAesh the melodious beat
Of the planets that circle Divinity's feet
As T sit silently here in my chair,
I am aware.”
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Christianity demands a great God. Our task requires
a great God. We have a great God. We come to this
devotional hour in the name of the mighty God. The
Lord of Hosts is His name, great in counsel and mighty
in work, whose eyes are open upon all the ways of the
sons of men: to give every one according to His ways,
and according to the fruit of His doings. To learn the
secret of the mighty work of God we must tarry in His
presence. To realize His power, we must realize Him.

Faith brings such-a sense of God. 1t is unbelief which
obscures vision and pushes God back. It is an insidious
materialistic atmosphere which reduces Him to a mere
cosmic force—"a stream of tendency not ourselves which
makes for righteousness”—to quote Matthew Arnold. It
takes more than a stream of tendency to save a sinner,
and to redeem a world. Faith is not mere opinion; it is
an attitude toward God. Mighty faith is adventure, for
God explores the unseen and brings grace and glory
down to man.

How pathetic the record of the evangelist, and how
poverty-stricken in faith the people of Nazareth, when he
speaks of the return of Jesus to his own country! He
found them astonished at his teaching and his wisdom,
but they were offended. “For was not this Jesus the
carpenter?” ‘““And he could do there no mighty work
save that he laid his hands on a few sick folk and hcaled
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them. And he marveled because of their unbelief.” It
15 true that even the chill of that atmosphere could not
restrain the Master from ministering to the sick, but the
deeper and appalling lesson is that man’s lack of faith
arrests God’s mighty work,

Did he not more than once lead his disciples across the
threshold of God’s wondrous working power when he
said, “Have faith in God”? But, alas; they fell back,
and he had to upbraid them because of their unbelief. I
fear we too have hindered the Kingdom by our feeble
desire; that we have actually stripped the Deity of
moral character and spiritual power by tolerance of a
lurking infidelity, Morality goes with personality. “It
may be,” says a modern writer, “that physical science has
led us to think of God largely, if not altogether, in terms
of energy, and that therefore we are surer of God’s power
than of his holiness, the ievitable result being a relaxa-
tion and an enfeeblement of moral sanctions.”

Heroic faith in a holy God is needed ior holy lives.
Shall we regard His universe and His mighty works as a
mere piece of “creative prodigality”? If not, there are
“capacities within us which require dimensions broader
than those of time and place for their proper expansion.”
Let us proceed upon this basis. The Apostolic Church
did it. Marvels were wrought in evangelization during
the first century of missionary effort without machinery
and without material resources. The secret of it all lay
in tts faith in God, in its passion and in its divine leader-
ship. Its faith was born in the school of prayer, its pas-
sion was fired by the lpve of Christ, and its leadership
was that of the Foly Spirit.

Prayer discovers the secret of the mighty work of God.
It releases the forces of the unseen world. The function
of prayer is not so much to interpret spiritual life in
terms of power as to transmute God’s power into terms
of Christian experience and life. Paul’s conception of
God carries with it an assurance that his prayers would
be heard, His was a certitude that made Christianity a
‘conquering force. Was God not the Father whose pur-
pose continued unceasingly from the foundation of the
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world? We hear the Apostle saying, “He that spared
not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how
shall he nat with him also freely give us all things?’ The
gift that God made the world, in and through His only
begotten Son, encompasses all mankind and is made real
through intercessory prayer. As the infinite love of God
includes all the finite love of men, so does his infinite gift
encompass all lesser gifts, and is a guarantee of his pur-
pose and willingness to bestow all that is needed for life
and for serviee in all time to come. It is for the mighty
task committed to us who are i trust with the gospel
that the energies of the unseen world are to be called
forth in the supreme and final effort to evangelize the
world. Those energies are only to be grasped by definite,
persistent and faithful intercession.

Obedience accompanies all true prayer. It is not only
the test of disecipleship, but the divinely appointed chan-
nel through which in waiting upon God we are to renew
our strength. In the silences of the scul we are helped
to realize the power of Him who has said, “I will work
and who can hinder it? Has not Jehovah declared, “Call
unto me and I will answer thee”? Has He not promised,
“T will show thee great things and difficult”? .

True prayer makes God very real and very near. To
believe that he is far from us or has forgotten us is to
fatally weaken our hold upon the center of all life and
the source of all power. As in the realm of nature, so in
the kingdom of grace, mysterious and secret forces
locked and hidden, yield themselves only to insistent de-
sire and importunate demand. Prayer subjectively brings
openness of soul, a sense of mission and a passion for the
kingdom. It was in the tender years of his great life
that Count Zinzendorf, that prince in prayer, made his
covenant with Christ which led to the founding of Mo-
ravian Missions. “Thou hast set us as watchmen upon
the walls of Jerusalem. We will not hold our peace day
nor night. Thou hast inade us thy remembrancers. We
will take no rest till thy kingdom come, until thy will be
done, and until thou shalt make thy name glonous and
a pralse in all the earth.”
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Love divines the secret of the mighty work of God.
It reaches up with adoring gaze for Him whom having
not seen we love, and returns reinforced and glorified by
the spirit of a Christly ministry. It finds and interprets
the motive of infinite compassion for sinful men. Faith
may penetrate the remotest regions of His power, and
prayer make available the resources of His grace, but
love touches the personality of Him who, tender and true,
is always seeking men, to save and help them to higher
and more enduring service.

The persistence of divine love gives man new hope.
“He loved them unto the end.” Such love as this lifts
man out of himself and gives him a sense of possibilities
that can be made vivid and real only by the conscious
presence of the everliving Christ who seeks an epiphany
in terms of grace and truth. No man-made religion is
adequate in conception. It is too low and limited. The
God-idea of redemption through sacrificial love must
break in upon man’s consciousness from above. He may
have thought of redemption by sacrifice, but the concep-
tion of divine love literally emptying itself in terms of
the cross is beyond man’s horizon and belongs to another
world. . :

The world is to be won by such love as this. It can-
not be subdued by any other power; it cannot be won in
any other way. It is by the faithfulness of love that man
is rebuked ; it is by the confidence in the recoverability of
man that a glorious optimism is generated. Its yearnings
and its searchings were with a tender solicitude that
would not let man go and prompted the oldest and most
saintly of all the apostles to exclaim, “He that loveth
not, knoweth not God ; for God is love.”

Love has its conquests. Herein lies the secret of the
ultimate victory of the gospel. It is love’s purpose run-
ning through the eternities; love’s labor without stint
and without cessation; love’s sacrifice ‘to the extént of
laying down life itself, “Herein is love, not that we loved
God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins.”” It is the call of love that
says, “Fecd my sheep.” It is the challenge of love which
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commands, “Go ye into all the world and preach the ¥os-
pel to every creature.” It is the triumph of love that
makes us more than conquerors through him that loves
us. What wonder that Raymond Lull should exclaim,
“He who loves not, lives not; he who lives by the life
cannot die,” .

The secret of the mighty work of God lies in the ex-
altation of Christ—the central force, the driving power
and organizing personality of the moral and spiritual
universe. It does not lie in the proclamation of a dog-
ma, but in the preaching of the gospel of Jesus Christ;
not in the content of a creed, but in the acceptance of the
Son of God as the Savior and only hope of the world.
He is the ruling, reigning spirit whom God “hath ap-
pointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the
worlds.” We make him preeminent because he is the
author and finisher of our faith. He who taught us to
pray, “Our Father,” lives to make intercession for us.
His love generates love, warms the heart, inspires to
service, turns sacrifice into a privilege and creates a
master passion for winning men. It was with a passion
like this that Pastor Gossner “prayed mission stations
into being and missionaries into faith. . . . Instead of
an elaborate manual of instructions, this was the simple
and stirring commission which he put into the hands of
his rhissionaries: ‘Believe, hope, love, pray, burn, waken
the dead! Hold fast by prayer; wrestle like Jacob! Up,
up, tmy brethren! The Lord is coming, and to every one
he will say, “Where hast thou left the souls of these
heathen? With the devil? Oh, swiftly seek these souls,
and enter not without them into the presence of the
LOrd.,J‘ x5

Herein lies the secret of the mighty work that we
would do for God and humanity. Tt must be in honor of
the Holy Spirit through the Son, who in the days of His
flesh said, “Greater works than these shall ye do because
I go unto the Father.” The secret of the Lord is with
them that fear Him, The secret of the mighty work of
God is in Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God, made
preéminent by the Holy Spirit, the supreme and finaf an-
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swer to the need of the Church and to the need of our
age. All life must be related to His life; all work to His
work, and all faith must be centered in Him. His reve-
lation of the Father is the world’s most precious truth;
His love the world’s greatest dynamic.



JESUS CHRIST, THE SAME YESTERDAY,
TO-DAY AND FOREVER

By Tre REVEREND GEORGE ALEXANDER, D.D.
Pastor of the Presbyterian Church on University Place,
New York.

Delivered before the Congress on the Morning of Saturday,
February 19, 1916.

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and to-day, yea
and forever.” What hand penned those great words?
There are many conjectures, but no one knows. There
is an historical background behind them, but we are able
to recover it only in barest outline. You will recall the
immediate context, “Remember them that had the rule
over you, men that spake unto you the word of God, and
considering the issue of their life, imitate their faith.
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and to-day, yea and
forever.” We learn from a later phrase in this anony-
mous epistle that Timothy was still alive but the first
generation of teachers and leaders was only a memory.
The great expectation which had cheered them in the
house of their pilgrimage had become a hope deferred
that maketh the heart sick. It was a time of transition.
The old order was passing. Ancient ideas had lost their
power, ancient forms of worship had failed to satisiy re-
ligious beliefs and moral convictions. Things in heaven,
as well as things in earth, seemed to be in a state of
flux. In this time of unsettlement some apostolic
man, or possibly some apdstolic woman—Harnock be-
lieves it was Priscilla—some apostolic person with the
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facile command of the language of the Greeks, saturated
with the law and the literature of the Hebrews, flaming
with love for the exalted Christ, and in deepest sympathy
with some litile flock of God, thought they were becom-
ing weadry because of all that was happening and was
moved by the Holy Spirit to convert and sustain them by
anchoring them to the eternal Christ,—“the same yester-
day, and to-day, and forever.” In the midst of a chang-
ing world order, the writer pointed to an unchanging
person. Qur endeavor at this hour will be to bring our
wills under the spell of this great utterance and to carry
away with us its power, when we separate from this
place of privilege to assume again the tasks of our work-
a-day life.

Fhe immutable Christ. In what sense is He immut-
able? Not in the form of His manifestation as a fact of
history. Ie was in the form of God; He emptied Him-
self and took the form of a servant. He was rich, yet
for our sakes He became poor. In His humiliation He
was a child in the manger. He grew in wisdom and
stature, until in the strength of His suffering manhood,
tempted in all poinis like we are, there was laid upon
him the iniquity of us all. He was crucified in weakness,
but in His exaltation He showed Himself alive in His
passion, claiming all power in heaven and earth.

He was not unvarying in the form of His message and
ministry. To His own He proclaimed the truth plainly,
as they were able to bear it. But to those having ears
and hearing not, He spoke in parables. When He first
sent forth His disciples, He said, “Go ye not into any
way of the Gentiles, and enter not into any city of the
Samaritans.” But His final message was, “Go ye into
all the world and. preach the Gospel to every creature.”
All mere phenomena of Christianity are changeable as
the rounding of the seasons; changeable as the succession
of bud and bloom and fruit. Nevertheless, Jesus Christ
is the same yesterday, and to-day, and forever.

He is the same as the revealer of God, the Only Be-
gotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father,—He hath
begotten Him. Ours is a speaking God. He spoke in
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times past unto the fathers by the prophets, and in later
days He spake by His Son; not only at His baptism in
the Jordan and later on the Mount of Transfiguration,
but all through the ages, the Father has been testifying,
“This is my beloved Son, hear ye Him.” Into the
thought of mankind He introduced a conception of the
Father altogether new—as the One who, in His holiness,
can look behind the scene, who regards the Chief of Cen-
ters with infinite love and compassion.

Jesus Christ revealed the Father not only by what He
said, but even more by what He was and is; not in word
only is He come from God, but in the whole aspect of
His manhood, in the whole ordering of His earthly life
He is God manifest in the flesh, and therefore He can
say, “He that hath seen Him hath seen the Father.”
Other prophets have spoken for God, each to his own
race or to his own generation. Fragments of their
oracles have survived, but Jesus Christ is God's approvec
prophet to all generations and to all races. His gospel is
the everlasting gospel. Even the earth shall pass away,
but His words shall not pass away. Why are they peren-
nial? Because they are vital. “The words that I spoke
unto you, they are spirit and they are life.” They there-
by have the vital force of a divine human personality.
Here is a marvelous thing, that Christ and His gospel
are unchanging, while all things else change. We have
become citizens of a roomier universe than our fathers,
and the thoughts of men are widened with the processes
of the sun. Astronomy has pushed back the heavens that
seemed so close to the pillow of Jacob and has revealed
infinite space separating us from other worlds a million
times greater than ours. Men have pried into the secrets
of Nature. They have subdued its forces; they fly on
the wings of the wind: they send their messages beneath
the ocean, through the dewless air. The young ex-
plorer has come back from his widest excursion and
brings in a better answer, a clearer answer, to this ques-
tion of origin and destiny which presses upon every man,
and every conscience and every heart,—what am I? and
whence came I? and whither am I going? and what is
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my best end and aim? at what tribunal must I give ac-
count? The mind is absorbed by the clash of modern
knowtedge. Many tell us that the revelation of Jesus
Christ is outworn, that he is a vague person historically,
too vague to command homage. But have they not heard
God speaking in this changeless Christ? If they bhave
heard not, they hear nothing; if they see not in him the
way to the Father, then they stumble benighted and find
not the way. Jesus Christ is the power behind the New
Testament. He is the source of that stream of life which
has gone pouring out through Paul and Augustine and
Bernard and Wesley. “For this is life eternal, that they
might know the only true God and Jesus Christ whom
He has sent.” God may have other words for other
worlds, but for this world the Word of God is Christ,
“He is the same yesterday, and to-day, and forever,”

not only as the revealer of the Father, the revealer of the
heart of God, but as the healer of the hurt of humanity,
as the exponent and inspirer of the sacrificial tife, His,
mission is to the world of sin. The announcement made
by the angel at the annunciation was, “Thou shalt calt
His name Jesus, for He shall save His people from their
sins.” e was sent not only to those ignored of the
Father, to those alienated from the Father by wicked
works; His message is a message of reconciliation; His
is the task of redemption. and that task was fulfilled
by His once offering up of Himself to sacrifice, and by
that offering sanctifying forever all His language. The
world with all it boasted progress has discovered no
other remedy for its immeasureable ills. Education and
enlightenment, ethical culture and civilization in these
days through which we are living, have proved utterly
inadequate to exorcise the demons that lurk in the heart
of man. Jesus Christ is the same, the same as when He
drew to His feet in penitence the courtesan of Galilee.
the same as when He opened the gates of Paradise to
the thief on the cross. To-day men are being lifted out
of the slime of their iniquity, emancipated by the same
energy that brought salvation to the house of Zaccheus,
or transformed the persecuting Saut of Tarsus into the
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flaming apostle. Jesus Christ is the Savior, and the only
Savior. Myriads to-day confess that the Son of Man
hath power on earth to forgive sins. And if we are
asked for an explanation of that miracle of the Divine
Christ, we have but one answer: It.is the power of
Christ back of it. It is the eloquence of His cross. 'We
may have various phrases by which to describe that re-
demptive work, but we all acknowledge that it was at
the cross that “the burden of our sins rolled away.” And
it is in contemplation of the de-powering of the whole
earth that we are able to say, “IHe loved me and gave
Himself for me.”

Jesus Christ is the changeless One, not only as the
high priest of our profession, but changeless in His lead-
ership of redeemed humanity, changeless in His spiritual
domination, in His empire of conquest. ‘“Ye call me Mas-
ter and Lord,” He said to that little group whose feet He
washed on the night of His betrayal; “ye call me Master
and Lord, and ye say well, for so I am.” “Art thou a
king?” asked Pilate. He answered, “Thou sayest it, I
am king.” And truly, beloved, that is what we crave in
the depths of our nature, and we will not be satisfied
without it, a sovereign and leader, one to whom we can
look up and say, “Captain, my captain, Rabboni, my
Master, my Lord and my God.” Our race has produced
no prouder, more imperious spirit, than Saul of Tarsus,
but Saul of Tarsus never felt himself more uplifted and
free than when he prayed that his every thought might be
brought into captivity and obedience to Christ. He re-
joiced to see Him exalted, to see His name above every
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
the things in heaven, and things’in earth, and things un-
der the earth; and that every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord. The whole history of Christen-
dom is a vindication of the royalty of Jesus; wherever
lords spirituat or lords temporal have usurped His sov-
ereignty or inveighed His crown rights, there has come
weakness in the kingdom. Where He has been acknowl-
edged as supreme, there His strength and peace and
blessing abound. Wherever He reigns His arm is ex-
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the Father.” How impressively that saying of the Mas-
ter has been fulfilled as a factor in the world’s history.
He simply dropped out. No one of the world saw Him
alive after His parting; no one of the world made any
record of His deeds and words. That is one of the mar-
velous mysteries, that the noblest and most influential
life ever lived among men has no place in the world's
annals, but only in the traditions of His humble follow-
ers. Remember that He lived in a literary age. Seneca
and Livy were His contemporaries. Josephus, the au-
thor of Hebrew histories, was born within five years
after the crucifixion, and yet previous history contains
not a syllable concerning that unique person who called
himself the Son of Man. We have no scrap from His
pen. The only writing of which we have any record was
inscribed on the sand. He simply dropped out of this
world’s life, and Renan is right, so far as regards the
world history, that the story of Christ closed at the cross.
He is no more in the world, has left no trace here, ex-
cept that which is employed in these words of which 1
think we see now the fuller significance, “I am no more
in the world, Father, but these are in the world.” QOh,
what an impressive declaration of the great truth that
those men whom He had called out of the world, to
whom He had manifested the Father’s name, were to
take the place which He was vacating in the world’s life.
And therefore He prays His Father, “As Thou hast sent
me into the world, even so send I them. And the glory
which Thou gavest me T have given them that they may
be one, as Thou, Father, art in me; 1 in Thee and Thou
in me, that they may be perfect in one.” Thenceforth
the conquests of the Christ are the conquests of Christ
in themn. .

We sing, “The light of the world is Jesus.” He
says, “I am not in the world; I am the light of the
world” ; but it is in anticipation of his departure that He
said, “Ye are the salt of the earth, ye are the light of
the world”” This explains Pentecost, that is the ex-
planation of the mighty and rapid progress of the Chris-
tian faith. It was not Simon Peter who awakened three
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thousand souls on the day of Pentecost, but Christ in
Peter. It was not Paul who carried salvation to all the
great centers of the Roman Empire, but Christ in Paul.
He labored more abundantly than ever. But said he,
“It is not I, it is Christ in me; I am crucified with Christ.
But I live, yet not I but Christ liveth in me; and the life
I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God.”
“I labor, striving according to his working who worketh
in me mightily,”” It was Christ who conquered the Pa-
gan gods ; it was Christ, not St. Augustine, that breught
salvation to the Briton; it was Christ, not Wesley, that
brought Jesus to the vision of the Cornish miners; it was
Christ that sent David Livingstone into the heart of the
Dark Continent of Africa. And the mighty force for
the redemption of Latin America is to be Christ carried
in your hearts and in your lives,—Christ speaking
through your lives and Christ’s love revealed in your
love, Christ’s patience in your patience, Christ’s hife in
your life; and He is the same yesterday, to-day and for-
ever. And He is saying to each of us, “Behold, I stand
at the door and knock. If any man hear my voice and
open the door, I will come in to him and sup with him
and he with me.” “O Thou who changest not, abide
in me.”
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THE ADDRESS OF WELCOME

By His ExceLLENcY, Dr. ErNEST LEFEVRE
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Panama.

Delivered before the Congress on the Evening of Thursdzfy‘,*
February 10, 1916,

Impelled by a deep feeling of cordiality and good-will,
I come to welcome you in the name of the Panamanian_
government at this opening session of the Congress on
Christian Work in Latin America,

T desire to express the deep appreciation I feel for the
honor you have conferred upon me by this kind recep-
tion. It is my desire to return this compliment in the
most worthy manner, not because of the formalities of
etiquette, but because I wish with all sincerity to con-
tribute to the success of meetings like these, which help
to bring to my country elements of the highest civiliza-
tion to which all good citizens aspire.

The constitution of the Republic of Panama gives am-
ple guarantees of liberty of conscience. As a proot of
this and because our government fervently desires to
create a feeling of tolerance in the Republic, I have not
hesitated to accept your kind invitation and to proffer a
genuine welcome, although I am a sincere and devout
Catholic. Let me impress upon you that although the
Panamanians have but recently gained their indepen-
dence, it does not follow that they do not recognize the
benefits brought about by respecting the liberties and
rights of others.

2N
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You have chosen a most propitious moment for your
noble task. While I am speaking, violence and fury are
unchained in the Old World, destroying everything
which they meet in their pathway. This horrible calam-
ity fills us with terror. It is only natural that, guided by
the ideals of righteousness preached by Jesus our Lord,
we, the peoples of America, should do all in our power
not only to keep away from strife, but also to bring about
a lasting peace among those who are at war. We must
show, too, that in our American republics, in spite of
their faults and deficiencies, pacific ideals flourish better
than in monarchical countries. This is due to the efforts
they make for the development of civic and moral edu-
cation, It is my understanding that all religious men
everywhere, without distinction of creed or race, should
take part in this high and holy mission and that you have
come here impelled by this noble purpose. Your purpose
is to unify the moral and religious forces of America.
For this reason and with great foresight you have se-
lected for this Congress the soil of Panama, as a central
_point from which its influences will widely radiate.

We appreciate the importance of our location here,
and since we desire to meet the demands of every hu-
man interest we hold our country open_to all men and
to all generous ideas. Our motto, “Pro Mundi Bene-
ficio,” is not an empty phrase but a true sentiment of our
people. With all the respect and consideration which is
due to such a gathering as this, I take great pleasure in
saluting you in the name of the Government of Panama
and wish for you all success in your mission.



RESPONSE TO THE ADDRESS OF WELCOME
By Dr, Jorwn R. Morr

General Secretary, International Committee of the Young Men’s
Christian Association, and Chairman of the Continuation
Committee of the Edinburgh Misstonary Conference,

Delivered before the Congress on the Evening of Thursday,
February 10, 1916..

I mow I speak for all of the delegates of this compre-
hensive and most representative Congress, when I say
that our hearts have been profoundly touched by these
most gracious and generous and adequate words of His
Excellency the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Pan-
ama Republic.. His Excellency is not a stranger to many
of us. We have known of his valuable work in his own
country, and we have known of his career as a student
in the United States. He has exemplified in his person
and in his service some of the highest ideals around
which this Congress is built, The expression -which he
has brought us as to the desirability of a gathering
like this and as to its possibilities, and as to the hopes
that animate us, may well be kept in prominence by us
in our thinking and in our striving together during these
glorious days of life that we are to spend together.

I am sure that I speak for all when I say that we are
likewise most grateful to -have with us on the platform
to-night not only this distinguished representative cof the
Republic of Panama but likewise Colonel Jay J. Morrow,
Acting Governor of the Canal Zone, who by his presence
and by his official and generous cooperation during these
days of preparation has shown his own deep interest in
the object which has brought us together.

Moreover, I would not be true to the promptings of
the heart of each one present, if we were not to express
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our deep appreciation of the cordial sympathy and great
helpfulness of the Charges des Affaires of the American
Embassy, Mr. Willing Spencer, who has aiready en-
deared himself to all of us. ‘
There is no way in which by language we can ade-
quately express our appreciation of these sentiments that
have been expressed and these kindly acts performed in
so many ways by these gentlemen before us. Language
fails in the midst of such kindnesses. There is only one
way that satisfies men and women of reality like those
who have assembled in this Congress, and that is that
we shall with great intensity, with great faithfulness,
and with that spirit which was characterized this after-
noont by Doctor Speer, seek to fulfil the high hopes that
have brought us here from the ends of the earth; for I
am reminded that it is a most representative gathering.
We have delegates from virtnally every one of the re-
publics on the Western Hemisphere. We likewise have
representatives from Europe and from the distant parts
of the world, I fancy that not in the history of the
Western Hemisphere has there assembled a gathering so
representative of the leaders and the forces of righteous-
ness of this great sphere of the world’s activity, There
have been notable gatherings representing the political
ideals and ambitions and hopes of the Western Hemi-
sphere. There have been most successful gatherings to
promote commercial relations between these nations.
There have been scientific congresses—notably the one
recently held in Washington—that have done much to
cement the bonds between these peoples and to prepare
for a better day. But not before this time have we had
such a representative company of Christian workers, men
and women of wide vision who have met together for
this altruistic purpose in the realization of great hopes.
I persist in saying great hopes. The world has a right
to expect something truly great of this Panama Con-
gress. The world has a right to expect that there shall
issue from our coming together here a larger plan for
helpfulness for all the nations of this hemisphere, both
Latin and Anglo-Saxon. The time has come to take
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this whole hemisphere into our view. Believe me, Jesus
Christ sees nothing less, as He looks up and down this
hemisphere, than all its needs, all its possibilities. Noth-
ing else will satisfy Him than for us to plan for touching
most. helpfully every nation and every man of these re-
publics and of the other nations of the Western Hemi-
sphere.

Our hopes are not only with reference to larger plans,
truly adequate plans for the great age in which we live,
adequate for serving our great God, adequate for meet-
ing the great needs, but also that there shall come out
of it a finer science of unselfishness. The time has come
for us to master our facts as to the social and moral and
religious conditions of these nations, as has not hereto-
fore been accomplishd. We see large promise that this
may be realized. The splendid work done on those eight
commission reports, and the debates that are coming in
this room morning after morning, will increase this sense
of promise that there will issue from the Panama Con-
gress a more scientific dealing with the facts, not the-
ories and visions merely, desirable as these are, on this
Western Hemisphere.

And it is not this larger hope alone, not this more
scientific dealing with the facts alone, that we feel is
coming out of this Congress. There will also come out
of this Panama Congress a truer strategy. Any one who
has had even a casual touch with the Latin-American
countries must have been impressed by the fact that what
we want in this day is what the French speak of as
“grand strategy,” that which takes in the whole map.
Now there are individual bodies in this sphere which
have commendable strategy, but I think we would have
to confess with humiliation that we are painfully lacking
in united strategy. T mean the sort of strategy that seeks
to make the most of our comparatively weak forces as
we face a clamant and urgent need. Truly, the world
has a right to expect that we will not spend this time
idly, but, as a result of examining our ideas, of compar-
ing our methods, there shall come forth something that
shall accomplish larger results.
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Something must come forth from this Congress that
will make Panama a name with which the world will as-
sociate another thing that is truly great—I say “another
thing” because there has been a great past—something
transcending anything that lies behind. Surely it must
be so, and therefore our hope will include a larger unity.
There is something strangely moving about a Congress
like this, when we all come together out of our compar-
atively separate compartments and fuse our spirits.
There is generated in a place like this an atmosphere
which I might characterize in that splendid phrase of
the Bishop of Oxford at Edinburgh, where he said, “We
come into an atmosphere in which men come to loathe to
differ and determine to understand.” That is precisely
what will take place here these days. We will come to
loathe any misunderstanding of each other, any differing
from one another in what is vital. And we will do some-
thing more important than that. We will pass out into
that clear zone where we are determined to understand
one another in order better to cooperate.

“Our hopes would be vain to this end if we did not
comprehend that this Congress will issue in greater
power. We do not need up and down the Western Hem-
1sphere, any more than we do in Europe, new machinery.
But what we do need is more driving power, especially
of the forces of righteousness and unselfishness,—and
that is only tantamount to saying a larger realization of
the irresistible energies of the living Christ among us.
This is our great need. Beside it everything else seems
to he insignificant. And we will not disappoint our Lord,
or the deepest hope in every one of us, by not seeking to
enter into that heritage.

I love to think that there is around us now, that there
will be around us during all these coming sessions, an
atmosphere of superhuman resource, that there are pow-
ers ready to break out in us, and through us into every
nation into which” we shall return, that will make the
coming age glorious in contrast with what lies behind us.
And to this end let the note of reality be struck deep and
strong in every session of this Congress. Then the hopes
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of the friend who has addressed us, and those who have
not addressed us, for the best to issue from this Congress
wiil be realized. We have been reminded by His Excel-
lency that while we meet here in peace and comfort, en-
gaged in a constructive task, other nations, like ourseives
bearing the name of Christ, are engaged in works of a
destructive character, shaking society to its base. But,
say what we may about these nations, not one of us
could say a word of depreciation concerning their real-
ity. Whatever else they may be lacking, they are not
lacking in earnestness and sincerity. Though some of
them may be mistaken—though all of them may be mis-
taken, God only knows—they are not lacking in sincerity
and reality. How incongruous it would be at a solemn
and yet strategic moment like this, when whaole nations
are stretched on the Calvary cross, for us to meet in
this peaceful zone of the world, in this friendly republic,
in a time of peace,-and be characterized by lightness or
be lacking in earnestness and reality. Rather may there
abide within us to-night, and during every meeting
throughout this Congress, the spirit of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who said, “I must work the works of him that
sent me while it is day; for the night cometh when no
man can work.”



THE CONTRIBUTION OF LATIN AMERICA TO
THE HIGHER LIFE OF HUMANITY

By Proressor EpuArpo MONTEVERDE
The University of Montevideo, Uruguay.

Delivered before the Congress on the Evening of
Thursday, February 10, 1916,

The recent Latin-American Scientific Congress has
been in various respects a revelation. Aside from its
effects upon intellectual life and international fraternity,
it has shown plainly the perfect harmony of ideals which
exists in the numerous groups of promnent men of the
three Americas; it has set forth the unity of political
ideals that exists among these men. It has demonstrated
the possibility of cooperation between the men of North,
Centra] and South America; it has brought into clearer
knowledge the respective characteristics of these na-
tions. But one of its principal fruits has been to put
aside ‘in great part the veil which concealed, or caused to
be ignored hy many, some of the essential aspects of the
nations of Latin America; we are nearer to each other
than we had imagined. South America is no longer the
synonym of anarchy, barbarism and backwardness, but it
is necessary that this new understanding of Latin Amer-
ica shall be extended through all parts of that great re-
public which is our friend, which should be our inspira-
tion, which would be for us the best of all models, and
which could afford to us such great assistance.

And in order to do this, on all proper occasions, it is
necessary to insist on the use of all suitable means in
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setting forth the personality of Latin America, not only
for the sake of its effects upon commercial, industrial,
political and scientific interchange between the two con-
tinents, but also and fundamentally for its contribution to
the highest success of the noble mission and generous
purpose of the several North American institutions to
whose initiative jn certain cases and cooperation in
others has been due the support of institutions of a moral
and religious character which exist and exercise their
beneficent action in Latin America.

It is in view of these considerations and in accordance
with the generous request of the Committee on Arrange-
ments of this Congress that I have the honor to engage
your attention for a few moments.

It is my purpose in the first place, to mention the
different factors which are in operation in South Amer-
ica and which have been up to the present time, and wiil
in the future be contributing elements in the improve-
ment and progress of human life. T venture the affirma-
tion that, although in a more limited degree, the Central
and South American continents are engaged in and are
developing—each in its own territory and through the
agency of native elements—a large number of the useful
activities which are found in general in Europe and
North America. I recognize, of course, that in the last
mentioned continents those activities had their origin and
their inspiration. Let us review rapidly, in proof of the
truth of this affirmation, the different activities which,
up to the present time, have been manifest in Latin
America and which in the future will constitute the in-
fluences which will contribute to the improvement and
progress of human life.

I. THE ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTION

Nature has been so prodigal of her gifts in this part
of the world that if man shall know how to avail him-
self of them, she will become a source of supply, not
only for her own territory, but also for other lands. A
study of the statistics of exports would give an idea of
the millions of dollars which Latin America sends to the
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other countries” of the world in the form of her native
products. To this it should be added that the continual
growth and progress of her cities requires a constant
importation of various building and other raw materials
for her industries and manufactures, machinery, food
supphes, textiles and others. Latin America is there-
fore a productive source of labor and consumption, and
her economic contribution to the world’s enterprises in
various directions is well worthy of being kept in mind.

2. THE EDUCATIONAL CONTRIBUTION

In-this department Latin America shows splendid de-
velopment. Science in its various branches, the arts in
their multiple manifestations, primary and higher educa-
tion, all show a degree of development parallel with the
greatest modern advancements in knowiedge. Her scien-
tists and her specialists in medicine have represented her
with the highest distinction in various congresses and
have won world-wide reputation. ITer medical faculties
have at their disposal the most complete laboratories, and
her bactericlogical and other institutes for research are
provided with the most modern appliances, while in her
clinical hospitals the most serious illnesses are treated
and the most difficult surgical operations are performed.
Her schools of engineering and architecture are con-
ducted with the aid of all the means necessary for prac-
tical and theoretical instruction. Her engineers have
projected and carried out-important structural works,
railways, bridges and others, and her architects have
conceived and executed works whose magnitude and
beauty have demonstrated their proficiency. Her lawyers
and international jurists have published works of genuine
merit, and there is no question, however complicated, in
the department of law, which has not been dealt with by
Latin-American authors. Her literary men, her poets
and her musicians have given abundant fruits of their
talent and inspiration, and the reputation of some of
them has spread to other continents. Her universities,
endowed with buildings especially constructed for them,
are provided with the most modern appliances for edu-
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cation, such as laboratories and cabinets. Their courses
of study are equal or superior to those of other countries.
Their professors are specialists in their preparation for
their several departments and constitute one of the
glories of Latin America. The methods of primary edu-
cation followed by them are a repetition of the most
‘perfect to be found in the world. Each new advance in
pedagogical science is, at least in some of the countries
-of Latin America, immediately applied to their local
methods of primary instruction. Schools of the fine arts
and associations of a scientific and cultural character are
everywhere found and are developing more or less
rapidly. Absolute intellectual liberty obtains in all
scientific and literary production, and there has already
been manifested in various international congresses, the
tendency to unity in all these lines of productiveness,
One of the most significant manifestations of this ten-
dency is the organization of the South-American Federa-
tion of University Students, which has already held inter-
national congresses and whose permarnent central office is
established in the capital of the republic Uruguay.

3. CONTRIBUTIONS TO INTERNATIONAL LAW

In this department, the action of the continent to
which I refer has been highly beneficial and successful,
since there have already been held several international
congresses with representatives of all the countries of
the continent, leading to such practical results as the
treaty for arbitration, reciprocal engagements for the re-
duction of armaments, express declarations of inter-
national fraternity practically demonstrated by the recip-
rocal return of trophies of war and the recognition of
maritime zones of influence, the proclamation of justice
and mutual respect for the integrity of national territory,
together with other resolutions and express declarations
which permit us to anticipate the permanent prevalence
of peace, of justice and of right in the reciprocal rela-
tionships of the countries of Latin America.
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4. THE RELIGIOUS CONTRIBUTION

In the religious realm, although the action of Latin
America has been manifested only through the medium
of *her churches and Christian institutions in forms
limited by various resisting forces, it has nevertheless
been marked by the utilization of the great principles of
Christianity in their application to social morality and
true democracy. Freedom of thought granted by the
various national constitutions is a reality in all, or nearly
all, the countries of Central and South America. In
these countries all forms of worship are tolerated and
there have been put in force such laws as are necessary
to guarantee liberty of conscience in the widest sense of
the word. The underlying principles of Christianity are
applied to social life and have inspired the grganization
of mauy charitable, educational or philanthropic institu-
tions which everywhere exercise their beneficent influ-
ence for the protection of the sick, the abandoned and
the suffering.

5. THE CONTRIBUTION TO PHYSICAL IMPROVEMENT

Physical education in the modern scientific sense of
the term, which, until recently, was very much neglected
in the greater part of the countries of Latin America, is
now being rapidly developed, and in some of those coun-
tries there are in successful operation numerous gym-
nasiums and athletic fields, and a large proportion of the
youth of these countries has felt the stimulus of health-
ful and honorable sport. Public and private institutions
are paying special attention to physical education, and, in
general, conform their methods to those which obtain in
North America. He who now has the honor to address
you has been especially charged by the National Com-
mittee on Physical Culture of Uruguay to report to that
Committee as to the equipment and administration of
playgrounds in the United States. The movement in
this direction is of the preatest importance and is worthy
of special mention because one of the weak points in the
educational systems of South America was the lack of
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attention to physical culture and to its importance to the
complete and harmonious development of a human being.

Universities, schools and private institutions all begin
to understand the true value of physical education as a
means to health and as an educative force in the forma-
tion of character, understanding that by this means it
will be possible gradually to turn aside our youth from
those diversions which are unsuitable, and at times im-
noral, and which so easily attract them. Add to this,
hospitals constructed in accordance with the latest and
most rigorous hygienic requirements, sanitariums, asy-
lums for contagious diseases, training schools for nurses,
institutions for the blind, deaf and dumb, disinfection
plants, and measures for the promotion of public hygiene
—and you will have before you the fact that in this re-
gard Latin America is making its contribution to human
welfare. _

It is just to say with reference to these various educa-
tional, scientific and other institutions which 1 have men-
tioned, that their existence is principally due to the good
judgment shown by Latin America in utilizing the knowl-
edge and experience of other continents, recognizing that
in this respect she was inferior to others, and to her
excellent disposition to adopt for herself that which
others have considered desirable. My words, therefore,
which may appear to be excessively laudatory, should not
be interpreted in any other sense than the statement of
facts, and the description of what Latin America has
endeavored and still endeavors to learn from her sister
nations of Europe and North America. It may, then,
be inferred that the circumstances and antecedents which
I have now set forth, show that Latin America is the
home of a race which is of a vigorous physical and in-
tellectual nature, a race which will finally be the result
of the fusion of individuals of different nationalities and
races which will in that continent seek a better life, and
in whose hospitable soil they will find a permanent home.
A virgin soil has reccived and stil! welcomes the seed
of future generations which. will give to her at the last,
when time shall have finished her work as nature’s great
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architect, a personality and character all her own. There
will thus come into existence a race which will possess
the best qualities of its ancestors, and in which the in-
ferior qualities will have been removed in the process
of the melting pot, and will not, therefore, maintain their
influence in opposition to those higher qualities whose
manifestation will be the result of the meeting and fusion
of such various and distinct physical and mental quali-
ties. This will be the work of time, and time alone, with
its constant labor, will determine the qualities of this
new race.

But it is to those men who hold lofty ideals and who
are already in possession of the truth, that it belongs to
save other men, to transform the life of the commuinity
and to plant in that race of the future the germs of those
doctrines which will serve as the impulse to its future
activity when its turn shall come to act upon the stage of
human life,









